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SERMON 

Preached  at  the  Parilh  Church  of 

St.  George,  Hanover  -  Square. 

December  30,  1733. 

To  recommend  the  Charity  for  the 
Sick  and  Lame  in  the  new  erected 
Hoipital  at  Lanesborough-Houfe. 

To  which  are  annexed  fome 

Observations  and  Motives 
to  enforce  the  {aid  Charity. 

With  Prayers  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Patients : 

An  Account  of  the  Rules  and  By-Laws 
of  this  Hofpital :  And  a  Lift 
of  the  Governors  Names. 


By  ANDREW  TREBECK,  B.  D. 
Rector  of  St.  George,  Hanover-Square. 


LONDON: 

Printed  by  J.  Watts,  mdccxxxiii. 
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Proverbs  iii.  17. 

Withhold  not  good  from  them  to  "whom 
it  is  due ,  'when  ’ tis  in  the  power  oj 
thine  hand  to  do  it. 


S  there  are  various  Ends 
of  Providence  in  the  via¬ 
ble  Differences  of  Man¬ 
kind,  which  we  neither 
underhand  nor  can  account  for ;  Co 
there  is  this  Reafon  we  may  give  for 
that  remarkable  Diftmdtion  between 
Rich  and  Poor,  That  the  former 
might  exercife  his  Charity,  the  latter 
his  Patience,  and  both  receive  the 
Rewards  of  their  refpedfive  Obe¬ 
dience.  If  we  behave  our  felves  as 
we  ought-,  even  in  the  meaneft  Sta¬ 
tion,  we  honour  God,  who  accepteth 

B  z  not 
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not  perfons,  nor  regardeth  the  rich  more 
than  the  poor ,  fince  they  are  loth  the 
work  of  his  hands :  W e  ferve  the 
Publick,  which  fubfifts  and  thrives  as 
well  by  its  fubordinate  as  fuperior 
Members;  and  we  recommend  our 
felves  by  being  faithful  in  a  little,  and 
profiting  according  to  the  proportion 
of  our  Talents :  But  to  whomfoever 
much  is  given,  from  them  more  may 
reafonably  be  expe&ed,  and  juflly  re¬ 
quired:  They  who  abound  in  Wealth, 
as  they  have  better  Opportunities,  fo 
have  they  greater  Obligations  to  be 
fruitful  in  good  Works,  and  ufeful 
in  their  Generation.  The  Riches 
they  receive,  and  Plenty  they  en¬ 
joy  are  chiefly  defired  and  valu¬ 
ed,  as  they  are  the  means  of  living 
comfortably  and  creditably  in  the 
World,  and  of  doing  good ;  and 
therefore  to  every  one  of  thefe  we 
may  moll  properly  apply  the  Ad¬ 
monition  of  my  Text,  Withhold  not 
good  from  them  to  whom  it  is  due , 

when 
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wften  ’tis  in  the  power  of  thine  hand 
to  do  it. 

From  which  Words  I  (hall, 

Firfi,  Explain  the  Nature  of  this 
Duty  of  doing  good* 

Secondly,  Enforce  our  great  Obli¬ 
gations  to  the  Performance,  as  we  are 
Men  and  Chriftians* 

Thirdly,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  diftin-’ 
guiih  the  Objects,  and  {hew  to  what 
Perfons,  and  under  what  Circum- 
ftances,  our  Acts  of  Liberality  and 
Charity  are  molt  properly  due ;  With¬ 
hold  not  good  from  them  to  whom  it  is 
due.  And  then, 

Fourthly,  I  {hall  prefs  the  important 
Advice  of  my  Text  in  refpebt  of 
Ability,  and  in  point  of  Time, 
when  ’ tis  in  the  power  of  thine  hand 
to  do  it  i 

Firf  then,  1  am  to  explain  the 
Nature  of  this  Duty  of  doing  good* 


5 


in 

Now  the  Bodies  and  Souls  of 
Men  being  Subje&s  capable  of,  and 
worthy  our  Care,  whenfoever  we  re¬ 
lieve  or  improve  thefe,  apply  any 
natural  or  lpiritual  Affiftances,  we 
do  good.  Various  are  the  Ways, 
and  different  the  Methods  of  dis¬ 
charging  this  Duty,  according  to  the 
Exigencies  of  Humanity  and  Chari¬ 
ty.  The  liberal  man ,  fays  the  Apo- 
ftle,  dewifeth  liberal  things.  Charity 
rooted  in  the  Heart  influences  the 
whole  Body,  lets  the  Head,  the 
Hands,  and  all  the  Members  on 
work.  The  merciful  man ,  like  Job, 
is  eyes  to  the  blind ,  feet  to  the  lame, 
and  a  powerful  Advocate  for  thofe 
who  deferve  his  Favour,  or  need  his 
Affiftance :  He  pities  the  Infirmities, 
fympathizes  with  the  Sorrows,  and 
becomes  a  Sharer  in  the  Sufferings 
of  his  diftreffed  Brethren.  In  fhort, 
all  the  good  Counfel,  Comfort,  or 
Affiftance  he  is  capable  of,  he  af¬ 
fectionately  offers,  faithfully  admini- 

fters. 
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fters,  and  feafonably  applies.  He 
wifely  confiders  that  we  were  born  to 
love  and  ferve  one  another,  to  em¬ 
ploy  our  Health,  Plenty,  and  Strength,* 
to  the  Support  and  Comfort  of  thofe 
who  are  neceffitous  and  Weak.  He 
further  reflects  that  molt  of  the 
Miracles  Chrift  wrought,  were  Adts 
of  Mercy  and  Companion,  <who  ‘went 
about  doing  good,  fupplying  the  Wants, 
reftoring  the  Senfes,  cleanfing  the 
Defilements,  nay,  healing  every  Sick- 
nep  and  Difeafe  among  the  people.  So* 
that  all  bodily  Infirmities  and  natural 
Calamities  are  proper  Subjects  for 
our  Compaffion  and  Care,  and  filch 
as  the  Duty  in  my  Text  compre¬ 
hends  and  includes.  But  the  Nature 
of  this  Duty  is  of  larger  Extent}  ’tis 
fulfilled  only  in  part  by  the  Care  of 
the  Body,  the  greater  and  better  ftill 
remains,  the  Concern  of  the  Soul  j 
for  our  fpiritual  Difeafes  are  more 
malignant  in  their  Natures,  and  more 
dangerous  in  their  Confeauences, 

B  4  than 


than  any  natural  Infirmities,  and 
therefore  more  deferve  and  need  our 
Pity  and  Care.  Nay,  the  Neceffi- 
ties  of  the  Soul  are  with  greater 
Difficulty  fupplied  than  thofe  of  the 
Body  5  and  it  requires  lels  Time  and 
Pains  to  relieve  Hunger  and  Thirft, 
Poverty  and  Nakednels,  than  to  re¬ 
move  Ignorance  and  Error,  Infideli¬ 
ty  or  Superftition.  But,  to  adluate 
our  Zeal,  we  may  with  Pleafure  re¬ 
flect,  that  to  do  good  to  Mens  Souls 
is  a  Godlike  Work,  a  Charity  of  the 
higheft  and  nobleft  Extra&ion.  To 
relieve  an  impoverifhed  Reafon,  and 
redfify  a  mifguided  Judgment,  to 
remove  the  Prejudices  of  Education, 
to  corredt  the  Errors  and  Follies  of 
Youth,  and  reform  the  Obftinacy  of 
old  Age,  to  convert  many  to  vifbte- 
oufnefs ,  and  vein  fouls  to  heaven,  are 
truly  Chriftian  Offices,  and  fuch  as 
become  thole  who  profefs  the  Gof- 
pel  of  Chrilt.  To  afford  fuch  fpiri- 
tual  Advantages,  deferves  at  lead  to 

be 
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be  rewarded  with  carnal ;  and  they 
who  grudge  us  the  latter,  little  un¬ 
derhand  the  Nature  or  juft  Value  of 
the  former.  ’Twere  eafy  to  enlarge 
here  on  the  Nature,  Ufes,  and  Ef- 
fe£ts  of  this  excellent  Charity  ■,  how 
it  enriches  the  Soul  with  all  jfpiritual 
Blefhngs,  and  by  various  Ways,  at 
different  Times,  and  upon  different 
Perfons  exerts  itfelf  by  exhortation, 
correction ,  and  injlruBion  in  righteouf- 
nefs ,  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  per¬ 
fect,  thoroughly  furnijhed  unto  all  good 
works.  But  I  haften  to  enforce, 

"  '  •  I 

Secondly ,  Our  great  Obligations 
to  the  Performance  of  this  impor¬ 
tant  Duty,  as  we  are  Men  and  Chri- 
ftians. 

The  Principles  of  Philofophy  and 
natural  Religion  prefcribe  and  re¬ 
commend  the  Practice  of  doing 
good.  The  near  Relation  one  Man 
Bears  to  another,  who  is  in  a  man¬ 
ner  the  fame  Subftance,  and  can  dif¬ 
fer 
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fer  only  in  foitie  accidental  Circuffi- 
fiances,  is  a  reafonable  Motive  and 
powerful  Inducement  to  the  exerciie 
of  Compaffion ;  and  they  who,  not- 
withftanding  fo  dole  an  Affinity  are 
unmerciful  and  uncharitable,  are  A- 
poftates  from  Humanity,  and  cruel 
even  to  their  own  flejh.  The  Ten- 
dernels  of  our  Natures,  and  the  Ca¬ 
lamities  of  our  Fellow-creatures,  in¬ 
cline  and  prompt  us  to  all  the  kind 
Offices  we  are  capable  of.  We  are 
bound  to  affift  and  (erve  one  ano¬ 
ther,  when  Opportunities  offer,  and 
as  far  as  our  Intereft  and  Abilities 
will  permit.  The  vigorous  Facul¬ 
ties  of  our  Souls,  and  active  Mem¬ 
bers  of  our  Bodies  were  not  bejlow- 
ed  in  vain,  but  defign’d  as  Inftru- 
ments  and  Engines  of  doing  good. 
To  what  end  arc  fome  diftinguiftied 
from  others  by  fuch  fuperior  Privi¬ 
leges,  as  a  more  capacious  Knowledge, 
brighter  Parts,  dearer  Credit,  and 
larger  Revenues,  but  to  enable  them 

10 
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to  become  more  extenfively  ufeful  ? 
A  b  {tract  the  good  Ules  they  are  ca¬ 
pable  of,  they  are  mere  Cyphers  in 
the  World,  and  of  no  confideration 
with  wile  and  judicious  Men.  The 
common  Duties  of  Humanity  are 
imprelfed  upon  our  Senles  in  fuch 
vilible  Characters  as  cannot  well  be 
overlooked,  nor  eafily  eraled.  We 
mull:  dilbbey  the  Dictates,  and  Hide 
the  Suggeftions  even  of  Nature  itlelfi 
to  withhold  good  from  them  to  whom 
it  is  due,  when  ’tis  in  the  Power  of 
our  Hands  to  do  it.  This  innate 
Affection  engages  us  to  be  kind  to 
thofe  who  are  lively  Images  of  our 
(elves,  and  when  our  flocks  and  our 
herds ,  our  filler  and  gold,  and  all  that 
we  have  is  multiplied,  chearfully  to 
impart  what  we  conveniently  can 
fpare,  to  lupply  their  Neceffities.  By 
doing  good )  to  others  we  do  good 
to  our  {elves,  gratify  our  belt  Incli¬ 
nations,  and  become  more  perfectly 
Men.  But  greater  {till  are  the  Mo¬ 
tives, 
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tives,  and  ftronger  the  Obligations 
to  the  Difcharge  of  this  Duty,  as 
we  are  Men  and  Chriftians.  If 
fome  {parks  of  Compaflion  and  low 
degrees  of  Mercy  are  vifibly  difcern- 
ed  in  Heathens  and  Publicans,  whole 
profeifed  Principle  it  is  to  love  thofe 
• who  love  them,  proportionably  high¬ 
er  Meafures  and  larger  Demonftra- 
tions  are  expected  from  thofe,  the 
Sum  and  Subftance  of  whole  Reli¬ 
gion  is  Charity.  Chriftians  have  all 
poffible  Obligations  to  do  good  to 
their  Brethren ;  and  an  obftinate  Un- 
mercifulnefs  in  them  mu  ft  be  inex- 
cufable.  They  are  engaged  by  the 
ftri&eft  Bonds  both  of  Duty  and 
Intereft  to  ftudy  and  promote  each 
others  Good.  There  is  nothing  more 
powerfully  recommended  to  us  in 
Scripture,  both  by  Precept  and  Ex¬ 
ample  ;  nothing  that  more  diftin- 
guifhes  us  to  be  the  Difciples  of 
Chrift,  and  gives  us  a  nearer  refem- 
blance  to  the  Divine  Perfections, 

than 


i 


[  M  ] 

than  a  good-natur’d  Difpofition,  cha¬ 
ritable  Companion,  and  pious  Zeal 
to  do  good.  Both  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment  and  New  abound  with  fuch 
various  Motives  to  this  Duty,  and 
reprefent  fuch  Charms  in  the  Practice, 
as  are  too  obvious  to  be  overlooked, 
too  powerful  to  be  refilled.  Nay,  if 
we  will  be  Difeiples  of  Chrilf,  we 
muff  follow  his  Steps,  whole  very 
Diet  and  Recreation  was  doing  good- 
if  Children  of  the  mojl  High,  muff 
conform  to  his  Pradice,  vuhofe  good¬ 
ness  reaches  to  the  heavens,  and  vuhofe 
mercy  is  over  all  his  works.  As  we 
are  not  now  under  many  maflers , 
but  one  is  our  majler,  even  Chrijl, 
and  all  we  are  Brethren  ;  fo  we  oudit 
not  to  be  divided  in  our  Interefts 
and  Affedions,  but  fhould  make  it 
our  Study  and  Care  always  to  live 
and  love  like  Brethren.  We  fhould 
willingly  condefcend  to  do  all  the 
good  Offices  which  lie  in  our  Power, 
fhould  grudge  no  Time,  Trouble, 


or 
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or  Coll,  but,  according  to  the  Apo- 
ille’s  Rule,  chearfully  bear  one  ano¬ 
ther's  burdens ,  and  fo  fulfil  the  lanx>  of 


Having  explained  the  Nature  of 
doing  good,  and  urged  our  Obliga¬ 
tions  to  the  Performance  both  as 
Men  and  Chriltians,  I  come  now. 


Thirdly ,  To  diftinguifli  the  Objects, 
and  fliew  to  what  Perfons,  and  un¬ 
der  what  Circumftances,  our  Adts  of 
Liberality  and  Charity  are  raoft  pro¬ 
perly  due-,  Withhold  not  good  from 
them  to  nvhom  it  is  due.  The  Chri- 
ftian  Inftitution  extends  and  enlarges 
the  Influences  of  Charity  beyond  the 
Limits  of  the  Jemifi  Difpenlation : 
That  Wall  of  Partition,  which  under 
the  legal  Oeconomy  excluded  thole 
of  a  different  Sect  and  foreign  Coun¬ 
try,  is  now  happily  demolifhed ;  and 
thole  Privileges,  which  then  were  com¬ 
municated  only  in  part,  are  now  ful¬ 
ly  difplay’d,  and  common  to  all, 

Chi  ilh 
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Chrift  our  Paflover,  by  the  Cement 
of  his  Blood,  has  united  us  all  into 
one  holy  Fellowfhip;  and  every  one, 
as  Partaker  of  the  lame  Nature  and 
Redemption,  is  in  a  Gofpel  Senfe 
our  Neighbour:  None  are  now  to 
be  rejected  as  Strangers  and  Aliens, 
but,  like  the  Sun  itfelf,  we  are  to 
extend  our  kind  Beams  and  gracious 
Influences  of  Mercy,  over  all  the 
Earth.  If  we  inquire  with  the  Law¬ 
yer,  Who  is  our  Neighbour,  and  belt 
deferves  our  Pity  and  Care  ?  we  may 
readily  reply,  He  who  needs  it  moil. 
The  good  Samaritan  {pares  no  Pains, 
nor  grudges  any  Expence  in  the  re¬ 
covering  a  diftreffed  and  calamitous 
Obje<3,  though  of  a  foreign  Coun¬ 
try  and  different  Perfuafion.  We 
who  are  Chriftians  are  allied  to  each 
other  by  the  ftridefl:  Bonds  and 
ffrongefl:  Cements ;  we  have  a  na¬ 
tural,  civil,  apd  ipiritual  Relation, 
and  fuch  a  threefold  Cord  is  not  ea¬ 
sily  broken.  There  is  no  Pretence 

can 
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can  difiolve  this  Union,  or  judify 
our  hard-hearted  and  unmerciful  Be¬ 
haviour  to  a  Chriftian  in  Diftrels. 
Nature,  Prudence,  and  Religion, 
plead  powerfully  in  his  behalf,  and 
we  mull  intirely  dilclaim  and  be  even 
deflitute  of  thele,  to  be  cruel  and 
inexorable.  Indeed,  all  our  Fellow- 
creatures  are  intitled  to  our  Mercy, 
though  we  need  not  give  the  lame 
Proofs  of  our  Favour  to  all.  Dif- 
cretion  mud  be  our  Guide,  and 
Reafon  and  Experience  will  bed  in¬ 
form  and  diredt  us,  to  whom,  and 
in  what  meafure,  we  may  extend  our 
Goodnels.  That  there  ought  to  be 
a  Difference,  we  may  rationally  in¬ 
fer  ;  or,  for  our  fuller  Convidfion, 
may  appeal  to  Scripture ;  As  vue  have 
opportunity  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men , 
hut  efpe dally  unto  them  that  are  of  the 
houjhold  of  faith.  All  mud  allow  a 
jud  Edeem  due  to  Relation  and 
Frienddiip ;  and  none  fure  can  deny 
a  peculiar  Regard  to  thole  who  par¬ 
take 
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take  of  the  fame  Worfhip  and  Com-' 
munion  with  us  :  Thefe  we  are  to 
cherifh  as  our  favourite  Members, 
to  conhder  them  in  their  Bonds  as 
bound  with  them,  and  grudge  no 
fmall  Charge  or  Trouble  to  pur- 
chafe  their  Freedom,  There  is  a 
growing  Se£t,  whofe  Principles  are 
fuch  as  none  can  defend,  and  yet 
their  Practice  in  this  Point  we  may 
jufty  commend,  of  taking  fuch  re¬ 
markable  Care  of  thofe  of  their  par¬ 
ticular  Perfuafion,  that  none  of  them 
are  known  to  want,  or  ever  feen  to 
beg.  And  furely  it  muff  be  a  very 
fevere  Reproach  to  and  Reflexion  on 
us,  who  in  other  things  judge  and 
a<ft  fo  much  better,  to  fall  ihort  of 
them  in  this.  We  ought  rather  to 
diffinguiih  the  Perfedtion  of  our 
Faith  by  the  Fruitfulnefs  of  our  good 
Works  ^  to  extend  the  Influences  of 
our  Love  even  to  ail  Mankind,  but 
more  efpecially  to  thofe  who  agree 

C  in 
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in  the  fame  Principles,  unite  in  the 
lame  Worfhip,  and  ‘walk  •with  us  to 
the  houfe  of  God  as  friends.  ’Tis  a 
Miftake  which  too  generally  prevails 
in  the  World,  that  all  we  po(Te(s  is 
abfolutely  our  own ;  whereas  in  real 
Eftimacion  we  are  only  Stewards  of 


thole  things  we  rnilcall  ourlelves  foie 

O  •  * 

Proprietors  of  The  poor  and  mi- 
ferable  have  fome  Claim  and  Title 
to  what  is  beyond  our  neceflary 
Conveniences,  and  decent  Expences, 
and  when  we  heedlefly  (quander  and 
extravagantly  mifpend,  we  lavifh  not 
fo  much  our  own,  as  theirs  who 
need  it  :  Nay,  our  indigent  Bre¬ 
thren  are  the  only  capable  Obje6ts 
of  our  Bounty  and  Favour ;  for  our 
goodnefs  extends  not  to  God,  we  can¬ 
not  be  profitable  to  out  Maker  j  the 
bed  way  we  have  to  recommend 
our  (elves  to  God,  is  to  be  merci¬ 
ful  to  his  Creatures.  The  Needy 
and  Diftrelfed  are  efteemed  the  Lords 

Mi  ♦  v  -  i  •  >•  .1  *  i  •  *  v  -Li'**  «  i  i  *  ‘ 
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Subditutes,  and  whatever  is  done  to 
them ,  he  takes  as  kindly  as  if  done  to 
himfelf. 

Indeed,  various  are  the  ways 
wherein  we  may  employ,  and  nu¬ 
merous  are  the  Perfons  to  whom  we 
may  extend  our  Aris  of  Mercy  and 
Charity  in  this  our  Age  and  Na¬ 
tion,  moll  wifely,  and  moil  profita- 
biy. 

If  we  regard  and  efteem  (as  they 
really  delerve)  the  Concerns  and  In- 
tereds  of  that  fuperior  and  moll  va¬ 
luable  Part  of  our  (elves,  our  im¬ 
mortal  Souls,  there  are  incorporated 
Societies  for  promoting  Chriftian 
Knowledge,  and  propagating  the 
Go(pel  into  foreign  Parts,  which  fup- 
port  and  extend  the  Principles  of 
our  mod  holy  Religion,  and  eda- 
blifhed  Faith. - There  is  alfo  a  Sob¬ 

riety  (confiding  chiefly  of  Men  of 
Character  and  Fortune)  defigned  to 
reform  the  Lives  and  Manners  of 
the  lewd  and  baler  fort  of  Perfons, 

C  %  even 
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even  of  both  Sexes;  and,  if  pofli- 
ble,  to  recover  thofe  who  degene¬ 
rate  fo  low,  as  to  have  very  little 
more  than  human  Forms  to  diftin- 

f  >  * 
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guilh.  them  from  Brutes ;  and  we 
find  by  their  Annual  Computations 
confiderable  Numbers  of  thele  who 
were  feemingly  dead  in  trejpaffes 
and  jins,  have,  by  the  BlelTing  of 
God  on  their  zealous  Endeavours, 
been  railed  and  rellored  to  a  Life 
of  Righteoufhels  and  Holinels.  — — 
There  is  a  great  variety  of  Schools 
and  Nurleries  for  the  Education  of 
Youth,  feme  of  which  are  founded 
pn  proper  Eftablifhments,  and  others 
fupported  and  maintained  by  Annual 
Sublcriptions  and  voluntary  Contri¬ 
butions,  which  though  mifreprelent- 
ed  by  fome,  and  milapplied  by  ma¬ 
ny,  yet  under  due  and  proper  Re¬ 
gulations,  in  fundry  refpe£fs  tend 
to  adorn  the  prefent  Age,  and  re¬ 
form  the  next.  - - There  are  nume¬ 

rous  Hofpitals  in  this  populous  and 

cele- 
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celebrated  City,  which  are  vifible 
Monuments  of  private  and  publick 
Beneficence,  and  will  be  exemplary 
Patterns  even  to  the  lateft  Pofte- 
rity :  Thefe  are  all  juftly  honoured  in 
their  generation ,  and  are  the  glory  of 

our  times. - But,  if  Compari- 

fons  in  this  Cafe  may  be  allowed 
and  juftified,  the  Charity  I  am  now 
pleading  for  *  diftinguilhes  it  felf  by 
fuch  a  variety  of  kind  Offices,  and 
extends  its  Influence  to  fuch  innu¬ 
merable  Objects*  as  to  lay  as  fair  a 
Claim  as  any  to  the  Right  of  Pre¬ 
cedence  :  For  what  was  at  firft  wife¬ 
ly  obferved,  and  has  fince  maintain¬ 
ed  the  Credit  and  fupported  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  this  glorious  Undertaking,  is 
its  general  ufe  and  Efficacy  in  com¬ 
prehending  every  Kind,  and  con¬ 
taining  the  whole  Compafs  of  that 
Love  and  Mercy  which  the  Gofpel 
requires-,  the  hungry  being  fed ,  the 

C  }  naked 

*  Viz.  That  of  providing  for  the  Sick  artf 
Needy  in  a  Publick  Infirmary. 


naked  clothed,  the  ignorant  injlru&ed, 
the  Jlranger  entertained,  the  ajJliBed 
'vijited,  the  Jick  healed,  and  every  Ob- 
je£t  in  Diflrefs  relieved  by  this  Cha¬ 
rity.  Thefe  are  noble  Fruits  and  in- 
feparable  Attendants  of  this  truly 
Chriftian  Work,  which  will  not  on¬ 
ly  endear  it  to  the  prefent,  but  trans¬ 
mit  and  recommend  it  to  future  Ge¬ 
nerations. 

Indeed  Poverty  and  Sicknefs  are 
fuch  Calamities  in  Life,  as  when 
fingly  conhdered,  are  difagreeable  to 
Nature,  and  very  uneafy  and  un¬ 
grateful  to  Fleih  and  Blood;  but 
when  both  thefe  attack  and  over¬ 
whelm  us  at  once,  when  our  Cir- 
cumftances  fall  fhort,  and  our  very 
Strength  faileth,  we  become  fuch  mi- 
ferable  Objedrs,  as  ’tis  not  eafy  to 
defcribe  what  we  feel  and  fear.  Thofe 
Bowels  of  Compaffion  which  affedfc 
us  as  Men,  muff  needs  yearn  at  the 

Report,  or  Sight 
Spectacles.  But 

whew 


very  Apprehenfion, 
©f  fuch  melancholy 
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when  we  conuder  them  as  Chriftiahl 
and  brethren  in  the  Lord,  Partakers’ 
of  the  fame  Privileges  of  Faith  and 
Communion  here,  and  hopeful  Can¬ 
didates  of  the  fame  Glory  and  Sal¬ 
vation  hereafter,  how  fhould  we  fym- 
pathize  with  them  in  their  Calami¬ 
ties,  and  in  all  their  afflictions  he  our 
fehes  aflfliUed ?  This  one  Confide- 
ratiort  is  a  very  prevailing  Reafoh 
with  all  well-difpofed  Chriflians,  and 
has  contributed  much  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  Reputation  of  this  Charity,  and 
its  uncommon  Succefs,  that  Stis  a 
probable  means  as  well  to  fave  the , 
Souls,8  as  to  recover  the  Bodies  of 
thofe  Patients  recommended  to  this 
Place?  For  Want  and  Sicknefs  have 
frequently  proved  mllrumental  Means’ 
and  powerful  Affiftahces  in  many 
fpiritual  Maladies,  where  Health’ 
and  Plenty ,  inftead  of  promoting! 
the  Recovery,'  have  defeated  the 
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Many  and  happy  Opportunities 
they  may  have  for  fpiritual  Edifica¬ 
tion,  Admonition,  and  Reproof, 
whole  obdurate  Hearts  Necefiity  and 
Affli&ion  have  fo  fubdued  and  mol¬ 
lified,  as  to  prepare  them  for  the 
kindly  Overtures  and  feafonable  Calls 
of  that  God  of  Mercy,  who  is  not 
•willing  that  any  Jhould  perijh,  hut  that 
all  Jhould  come  to  Repentance.  This 
is  their  accepted  time ;  and  this,  if  fe- 
rioufly  applied,  and  duly  employed, 
may  finally  prove  their  day  of  faU 
nation.  And  this,  I  perfuade  my 
felf  has  effectually  engaged  and  pro¬ 
voked  the  Zeal  of  fome  to  fpare 
neither  their  Time,  Money,  nor 
Pai  ns,  and  alfo  enlarged  the  Bowels 
and  opened  the  Hands  of  others,  to 
promote  fo  truly  ufeful  and  impor¬ 
tant  a  Charity.  The  time  would 
fail  me  to  enumerate  all  the  tempo¬ 
ral  and  fpiricual  Benefits,  all  the  pri¬ 
vate  and  publick  Advantages  which 
we  may  reafonably  and  fairly  ex- 
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ped  from  a  Work  Co  truly  pious 
in  its  Defign,  as  well  as  profitable 
in  its  End,  and  whofe  Profperity  is 
a  proper  Subjed  for  our  Willies  and 
Prayers  in  every  Place. 

But  Reafon  and  Juftice,  as  well 
as  Inclination,  oblige  me  to  prefer 
what  We  have  now  made  choice  ofj 
*  which,  in  refped  to  Situation, 
Convenience,  and  Extent,  is  much 
fuperior  to  any,  that  hitherto  has 
been  propofed,  or  what  we  might 
reafonably  exped.  For  here  We  may 
advance  the  glorious  End  and  De¬ 
fign  of  this  Charity  to  the  utmoft 
Extent :  What  formerly  was  only 
in  its  infant  and  riling  State , 
may  now  be  carried  on  to  complete 
Perfedion;  and  what  afforded  us  at 
bell  but  a  pleafing  Profped,  and 
promifing  Splendor,  will  foon  fhine 
forth  and  difplay  it-felf  in  its  meri¬ 
dian 

*  The  new  Hofpital  for  the  Sick  and  Lame , 

at  Lanesborough  -  Hotffe,  near  Hyde -Park 
Corner. 


dian  Brightnefi,  and  in  all  its  Glo¬ 
ry.  This  Change  of  Situation,  with 
other  Afliftances  and  Advantages  a- 
rifing  chiefly  from  the  Zeal,  Inte- 
reft,  and  Addrefs  of  fome  indefati¬ 
gable  Advocates,  has  in  a  fhort  time, 
and  in  a  mofl:  furprizing  manner, 
conduced  to  fuch  happy  Confe- 
quences  and  EfFedts,  and  is  every  Day 
fruitful  and  productive  of  more, 
that  the  beft  Friends  to  the  Welfare 
and  Enlargement  of  this  Charity  may 
very  juftly  triumph  in  the  Words  of 
St.  Paul,  We  therein  do  rejoice ,  yea, 
and  mill  rejoice:  For  ’tis  now  fettled 
in  the  mofl;  confpicuous  and  advan¬ 
tageous  Station,  like  a  City  fet  on 
an  hill,  "which  cannot  he  hid.  In¬ 
habitants  of  the  greateft  Affluence, 
Dignity,  and  Power,  as  it  Were,  cen¬ 
ter  here;  and  their  generous  Hearts 
and  munificent  Hands,  encouraged 
by  the  aufpicious  Influences  of  Roy¬ 
al  Bounty,  will  be  never  -  failing 
Springs  to  fupply  the  Wants  and 
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refrefh  the  Bowels  of  their  indigent 
Neighbourhood.  As  therefore  di¬ 
vine  Providence  has  hitherto  favour¬ 
ed  the  Promoters  of  this  new  Cha¬ 
rity  with  wonderful  Succeis fo  we 
doubt  not  but  Experience  will  fbon 
convince  us  how  all  things  ’will  ’work 
together  for  good  to  them  who  de— 
fign,  purfue,  and  perfevere  in  fa 
commendable  a  Work:  To  extend 
and  encourage  which,  give  me  leave 
to  prefs. 

Fourthly,  The  important  Advice 
of  my  Text  in  refpe£t  of  Ability, 
and  in  point  of  Time,  when  ’tis  in 
the  po’wer  of  thine  hand  to  do  it. 

That  Men  of  Subftance  and  Abi¬ 
lity  are  obliged  to  do  good,  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Glory  of  God,  and  the 
Welfare  of  their  Fellow-creatures,  is 
univerfally  allowed  of.  Thefe  are  the 
Ends  for  which  their  Riches  were  be¬ 
llowed  ;  and  therefore  they  diflro- 
nour  their  Donor,  injure  others,  and 
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abufe  themfelves,  who  unprofitably 
hoard,  or  extravagantly  mifpend  them. 
Indeed  God,  who  is  no  unreafona- 
ble  Mailer,  nor  requires  any  thing 
at  our  Hands  beyond  our  Power, 
nay,  who  values  more  the  inward 
Defign  than  the  outward  A£t,  kind¬ 
ly  accepts  from  fome  the  Teftimo- 
nies  of  their  Zeal,  Affection,  Grati¬ 
tude,  and  Duty,  even  in  the  final  left 
Inftances.  And  thus  a  Turtle  under 
the  old  Law  was  efteemed  an  accep¬ 
table  offering,  when  a  Lamb  could 
not  conveniently  be  provided  :  Nay, 
the  poor  Widow's  Mites ,  in  our  Sa¬ 
viour’s  Judgment,  were  preferred  a- 
bove  all  the  abundance  of  the  wealthy; 
But  where  he  has  difpenfed  thefe 
outward  Bleflings  in  larger  Propor¬ 
tions,  he  experts  and  requires  a 
fuitable  Return,  and  that  they  who 
plentifully  have  received,  Jhould  boun¬ 
tifully  give.  How  miferable  is  their 
Cafe  who  have  great  Riches  in 
poffeffion,  yet  have  not  the  Power 
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to  ufe,  the  Privilege  to  enjoy,  nor 
the  Heart  to  bellow  them!  Such 
cannot  (as  the  wife  Man  a  (lures  us) 
rejoice  in  their  fub fiance,  but  in  the  ful- 
nefs  of  their  fujf  ciency  they  Jhall  be  in 
jlraits.  As  great  are  the  Oppor¬ 
tunities  they  have  who  abound  in 
Wealth,  to  do  good  in  their  Gene¬ 
ration;  £b,  great  is  their  Praile  who 
employ  and  improve  it  to  the  moll 
advantageous  Purpoles;  when  (like 
the  Sun)  they  are  liberal  of  their 
Warmth,  railing  and  refrelhing  the 
drooping  Spirits  of  thole  who  need 
their  Pity  and  Goodnels ;  when  (like 
Clouds  full  of  Rain )  emptying 
themlelves  on  the  Earth,  they  freely 
Icatter  their  Bounty  to  thole  necelu- 
tous  Objects  that  are  round  about 
them,  they  are  great  Blellings  to 
the  Neighbourhood,  and  great  Or¬ 
naments  to  the  Place  and  Country 
where  they  live.  Such  men  honour 
the  Lord  'with  their  fubjiance,  lend  out 
?  eir  -  ^  upon  good  Security, 

and 
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and  {hall  not  fail  to  receive  an  a- 
bundant  Recompence:  For  ’tis  not 
the  Polfeflion,  but  due  Management 
of  our  Wealth,  the  Heart  and  Skill 
to  be  (low  it  liberally  and  prudently, 
that  endears  us  to  God,  or  recom¬ 


mends  us  to  wile  and  religious  Men. 
Thofe  therefore  who  have  large  Pofi- 
felfions,  fhould  not  hoard  up  their 
Treafures  for  ruft  to  corrupt ,  or  thieves 
to  fteal ,  but  fhould  wifely  and  pro¬ 
fitably  employ  them,  while  they  have 
Power  and  Time.  The  Time  pre¬ 
fen  t  is  their  own,  which  may  be 
improved,  but  ’tis  hazardous  trailing 
to  precarious  Futurity :  And  there¬ 
fore  ’tis  upon  fundry  accounts  much 
wiler  and  fafer  for  thole  who  are 
rich  to  do  good  while  they  live, 
than  leave  their  Riches  to  others  to 
dilpole  of  when  they  die.  Common 
Experience  demonftrates,  that  what 
is  pioully  defigned  and'  devoted  after 
Death  to  charitable  Ules,  meets  with 


various  Difappointments,  and  is  lia- 
*  ;  ■  ble 
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ble  to  Abufe.  Men  are  fickle  and 
wavering,  and  what  they  fettle  to¬ 
day,  they  may  recall  to-morrow. 
There  are  no  Tefl aments  in  force  'while 
the  Tejlators  Ihe  ;  they  may  change 
their  Conditions,  and  fo  be  unable, 
or  their  Minds,  and  fe>  be  unwil¬ 
ling  to  fupport  the  Charge;  if  nei¬ 
ther  of  thefe  happens,  but  the  Will 
continues  unaltered  at  the  Party’s 
Deceafe,  yet  through  the  Ignorance, 
Negligence,  or  Unfaithfulnefs  of 
Executors,  it  may  fail  to  be  fulfil¬ 
led  :  But,  by  prudently  diftributing 
our  Charity,  and  doing  good  while 
we  live,  we  have  not  only  the  Plea- 
fure  of  giving,  but  the  Comfort  of 
beholding  the  happy  Progrefi  and 
fuccelsful  Improvement.  Befides,  ’tis 
an  Argument  of  a  more  generous 
Spirit  to  do  good  in  our  Generation 
and  be  charitable  in  our  Lives,  than 
to  be  liberal  after  Death  :  The  one 
is  a  free  Act,  the  refult  both  of  our 
Judgments,  and  Wills }  whereas  the 

other 
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other  rather  proceeds  from  Necef 
fity,  than  Choice.  As  we  came 
naked  out  of  our  mother  s  womb, 
fo  naked  mufl  we  return ;  our 
Riches,  Splendor,  and  Pomp,  can¬ 
not  follow  us  to  the  Grave  •,  fo 
that  to  difpole  in  Charity  what  we 
mull  relinquifh,  may  be  of  as  little 
Efteem  and  Value  with  God,  as  the 
Offer  of  a  thing  we  can  no  longer 
keep  is  a  Compliment  to  our  Friends. 
To  denominate  us  good  and  chari¬ 
table  Men,  God  requires  feme  Tri¬ 
als,  fome  vifible  Proofs  of  our  Duty, 
and  Fruits  of  our  Bounty,  which 
the  Living  alone  are  capable  of. 
What  Reafon  can  be  affigned  why 
thofe  who  intend  to  be  charitable  at 
their  Deaths,  fhould  not  be  fo  in 
their  Lives,  unlefs  they  disbelieve  or 
diftruft  a  Providence?  An  evil  Heart 
of  Sufpicion,  Tealoufy,  and  Unbelief, 
is  at  the  Root  of  fuch  Delays,  and 
tho’  they  do  not  exprefly  declare, 
yet  they  implicitly  own  that  they 
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dare  not  trull  Providence :  Whereas 
we  could  not  better  convince  the 
World  of  the  Faithfulnels  of  our 
Stewardlhip,  and  our  Dependence 
upon  God,  than  by  liberally  and 
prudently  dilfributing  our  Charity^ 
and  doing  good  with  it  in  our 
Lives.  Groundiels  and  malicious 
are  thole  Calumnies  urged  againfl 
this  Charity,  That  ’twill  eat  out  our 
Subftance,  impoverilh  our  Families, 
and  make  us  foon  {land  in  need  of 
their  Mercy  and  Relief  to  whom 
we  have  been  Benefadors.  W e  have 
a  quite  different  Profped  from  the 
exprefs  Promiles  of  God,  and  his 
general  Condud  and  Management 
in  the  Dilfribution  of  Rewards  : 
For  we  read  in  .the  Old  Tell: ament, 
that  the  liberal  foul  Jhall  be  "made  fat  j 
and  in  the  New,  that  he  rwho  foniy- 
eth  plenteoujly,  Jhall  reap  alfo  plente- 
oujly :  Nay,  from  Realon  and  Ex¬ 
perience,  as  well  as  Revelation,  we 
may  fafely  conclude,  that  to  hint 

D  who 
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who  duly  improves  and  wifely  dif- 
tributes  what  he  has,  fhall  more  be 
given.  To  all  which  we  may  add, 
that  to  abound  in  good  Works  while 
wre  have  Health  and  Strength,  is 
the  bed;  Method  we  can  take  to 
live  happily,  and  die  comfortably. 
When  we  give  a  portion  to  the  poor , 
we  eat  our  ovun  meat  nvith  gladnefs 
and  Jinglenefs  of  heart-,  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  our  Lives  we  happi¬ 
ly  experience  and  can  chearfully  de¬ 
clare,  that  ’tis  more  bleffed  to  give 
than  to  receive  :  But  when  we  come 
to  refign  both  our  Bodies  and  Souls, 
the  Remembrance  of  our  good  Works 
will  give  us  Eafe  and  Refrefhment, 
and  take  off  much  of  the  Sting  and 
Bit t erne fs  of  Death-,  whereas  by  ad¬ 
journing  our  Charity  till  we  come  to 
die,  we  caufe  many  harfh  and  gra¬ 
ting  Reflexions,  we  fill  our  felves 
full  of  all  difquieting  Doubts,  and 
diffracting  Fears. 


If 
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If  then  fuch  are  the  important 
Ufes  of  all  living;  Benefactions  and 
publick-fpirited  Charities,  and  fuch 
the  ddtinguifhing  Advantages  of  this 
I  now  recommend,  of  which,  if  as 
of  King  Solomons  Wifdom,  behold 
the  half  is  not  told  you,  but  Expe¬ 
rience  will  difcover  more  than  Fame 

■4 

his  publish'd ;  how  can  we  better 
employ  our  Subfance  or  Time? 
Nay,  how  can  we  more  effe&ually 
ferve  God,  our  Country,  or  our 
helves,  than  in  endeavouring  zealoully 
to  promote  lo  laudable  a  Defign  ? 
Our  good  and  charitable  Works  (of 
which  this  is  as  conhderable  as  any) 
are  Oblations  and  Sacrifices  'with  ‘which 
God  is  well  pleafed ;  they  are  the  fureffc 
means  to  divert  the  dejlroying  Angel , 
and  prevent  what  we  may  jultly  fear, 
the  Approach  of  National  Judg¬ 
ments  ;  nay,  they  will  probably  pro¬ 
cure  the  Affluence  and  fecure  the 
continuance  of  fuch  National  BleT 
lings  as  will  make  things  fucceed 

D  2  well 
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zwell  ’with  us,  and  with  out  Children 
for  ewer.  •  Let  me  therefore  beleech 
and  charge  you  who  are  rich  in  this 
world,  that  ye  do  good }  that  ye  he  rich 
in  pood  works,  ready  to  dijli  wute,  and 
willing  to  communicate  ■,  that  your  In¬ 
clination  and  Zeal  be  always  equal  to 
your  Abilities ;  and  that  none  of  you 
withhold  good  from  them  to  whom  it  is 
due,  now  *tis  in  the  power  of  your 
hands  to  do  it. 


SOME 
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SOME 


OBSERVATIONS 

On  the  Rife,  Progrefs  and  Extent  of  a 

Charitable  Society, 
For  the  Relief  of  the 

S  I  C  K  and  N  E  E  D  Y  ; 

With  proper  Motives  to  recommend  the 
fame  Charitable  Vejign  in  the  nevj 
eretded  Hofpital  at  Lanesborough- 
Houfe,  near  Hyde-Park  Corner. 

I  S  an  Opinion  wifely 
grounded  and  maturely 
weighed.  That  if  the 

Laws  of  our  Land  ;  were 

\ 

as  duly  executed,  as  they  are  pru- 

D  |  dently 
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dently  defigned,  they  would  render 
us  both  a  con  fider  able  and  happy 
Nation.  Among  the  gre#  variety 
of  thefe  excellent  Sanctions,  none  are 
under  better  or  more  proper  Regu¬ 
lations,  than  thofe  formed  and  de¬ 
signed  for  the  general  Support  and 

Comfort  of  the  Neceffitous  and 

*  '  '•  »  >  \  ■  v 

Poor :  Thefe,  as  they  are  Members 
of  the  fame  Body  politick,  and  have 
rational  Faculties  and  immortal  Souls, 
are  juftly  intitled  to  a  proper  Care 
and  Provifion  for  the  Prefervation 
of  their  Bodies,  and  the  Salvation 
of  their  Souls.  That  common  Pa¬ 
rochial  Relief,  which  our  good-na¬ 
tured  Conffiturion  ordains  for  all 
who  are  proper  Objtdfs  of  it,  and 
thofe  plentiful  Proportions  allowed 
in  fome  compafhonate  Cafes,  and  for 
all  truly  charitable  Ufes,  in  thefe 
great  Cities,  might  be  Sufficient  to 
prevent  thofe  complainings  in  our  flreets 
which  are  too  frequently  heard,  to 
the  great  Dilhonour  of  Chrifliani- 

lY> 
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ty,  and  even  Reproach  of  Huma¬ 
nity. 

But  ’tis  matter  of  general  and  ve¬ 
ry  juft  Concern,  that  though  our 
Legislature  affords  fuch  liberal  Provi¬ 
sion,  yet  how  fcandaloufly  common 
is  the  habit  of  Begging!  how  epi¬ 
demical  the  Evil!  nay,  how  very 
gainful  a  Trade  and  Profeflion  it  is 
lately  become  in  many  populous  Ci¬ 
ties  !  There  are  indeed  fufficient 
Laws  enacted  to  reftrain  at  leaft,  if 
not  to  remedy,  or  prevent  it;  and 
there  are  Magiftrates  appointed  to 
infliCt  proper  Penalties  upon  due 
Conviction;  but  there  wants  that 
true  Chriftian  Spirit  of  Juftice  and 
Charity  (the  Revival  of  which  is 
what  all  good  Men  wiih  for,  and 
bad  Men  fear)  to  effectually  fupprefs 
it.  This  would  difpofe  and  enable 
Men  to  aCt  with  that  equal  mix¬ 
ture  of  Vigour  and  Temper,  as  to 
extirpate  the  very  Seeds  of  this  grow¬ 
ing  Evil,  cut  off  all  Occafions  wnich 

D  4  may 
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may  contribute  to  its  Increale  or  Pro- 
grels,  and  in  a  great  meafure  reform 
a  degenerate  Age. 

That  laudable  Undertaking  of  e- 
reeling  Workhoules  in  populous  Ci¬ 
ties,  and  other  extenhve  Parochial 
Dillridts,  to  employ  fuch  poor  Ob¬ 
jects  as  have  Health  and  Strength, 
if  rightly  managed,  and  with  due 
regard  to  that  Injun&ion  of  the 
Apoftle,  If  any  'would  not  work,  nei¬ 
ther  JhoiiJd  he  eat,  may  contribute 
much  to  diminifh  the  Number  of 
diforderly  Vagrants;  but  if  the  Per- 
fons  admitted  into  thele  Houles  are 
allowed  to  contradt  an  Habit  of  Idle- 
nels  within  Doors,  or  permitted  up¬ 
on  every  frivolous  Pretence  to  wan¬ 
der  abroad,  the  principal  End  pro- 
poled  from  this  commendable  De- 
lign  will  be  intirely  defeated;  lince 
by  fuch  imprudent  Indulgences  they 
mull  always  continue  unprofitable 
Burdens,  who  might  otherwile  have 
proved  ufful  and  Icrviceable  to  their 
rdpcctive  Parilhes.  I 
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I  really  conceive  (and  doubt  not 
but  Experience  would  confirm  the 
Truth  of  what  I  now  aflert)  that  a 
due  Application  of  their  Time  in 
proper  Exerciles  and  Employments 
who  are  healthy  and  ftrong,  would 
more  than  balance  the  Expences  they 
require  for  their  Support  and  Main¬ 
tenance.  And  if  Magi  ft  rates  would 
compel  all  lufty  and  lazy  Vagabonds 
immediately  to  relort  to  their  re- 
lpedfive  Abodes;  and  the  proper  Of¬ 
ficers  of  each  Parifti  would,  by  di- 
miniihing  the  Quantity  and  Quality 
of  their  Diet,  or  other  more  fevere 
if  neceflary  Dilcipline,  corredt  and 
punilh  thole  who  are  obftinately  lloth- 
ful,  our  Parochial  Taxes  would  vifi- 
bly  decreale,  the  Eale  and  Liberty 
of  the  Subjcdt  be  prelerved,  the 
Credit  ...and  Intereft  of  the  Nation 
maintained  and  advanced,  and  our 
Streets  become  clear  and  free  from 
thole  abounding  Swarms  of  impor¬ 
tunate  Beggars. 

Thus 
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Thus  may  we  in  a  proper  and  re¬ 
gular  manner,  with  realbnable  Con- 
fiderations,  and  upon  prudent  Mo¬ 
tives,  propole  or  a£t  with  fuch  Poor 
as  have  Health  and  Strength. 

But  tenderer  Ufage,  and  a  more 
compaHIonate  Regard  mult  be  Ihewn 
to  thole  indigent  and  necelhtous  Ob¬ 
jects,  who  are  lick  and  weak.  Na¬ 
ture,  Reafon,  and  Religion,  are  all 
zealous  Solicitors  and  pathetical  Ad¬ 
vocates  in  the  Caule  of  the  Needy 
in  Diftrels.  Thole  Bowels  of  Com¬ 
panion  we  are  born  and  bred  with, 
incline  and  move  us  to  all  the  good 
Offices  we  can  extend  to  thole  who 
are  no  way  capable  of  affifting  them- 
lelves.  We  are  diltinguifh’d  from 
mere  lenlible  and  inanimate  Crea¬ 
tures,  by  difpenling  our  Favours  and 
enlarging  our  Bounty  to  thole  who 
belt  deferve,  and  are  the  fitted  Ob- 
je£ts  of-  our  Mercy.  Nay,,  we  glo¬ 
rify  God,  and  dulyr  dilcharge  the 
Duty  of  our  Chriflian  Vocation, 

when 
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when  we  freely  beftow  our  Time 
and  Pains,  as  well  as  apply  our 
Wealth,  in  vifiting  the  Sick,  fup- 
porting  the  Weak,  and  aflifting  and 
relieving  our  Fellow-creatures  in  Di- 
ffeels. 

Thefe  were  probably  the  Motives 
and  prevailing  Confiderations  which 
induced  fundry  weil-difpoled  Perfons 
to  form  themfelves  into  a  Charitable 
Society,  and  in  the  Years  1715  and 
1-16,  to  publifh  a  Propofal  for  the 
more  eafy  and  effectual  Relief  of  the 
Sick  and  Needy.  The  original  Un¬ 
dertakers  of  this  Charity  were  but 
few  in  Number,  and  fupported  only 
with  uncertain  and  incompetent  Sup¬ 
plies  •,  yet  by  a  prudent  Diftribution, 
and  wary  Management,  feafbnably 
eafed  and  relieved  feveral  Objects  in 
Diftrels.  ’Twas  not  eafy  to  raife  a 
Fund  for  the  Subsidence  of  fuch  a 
Charity  in  its  infant  State,  and  the 
neceffary  Conveniencies  which  were 
requifite  for  a  commodious  Ffoufe, 
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and  regular  Maintenance,  demanded 
larger  Sums,  and  would  oblige  them 
to  lanch  out  into  much  greater  Ex- 
pences  than  they  were  able  to  defray  •, 
yet,  within  their  Sphere,  and  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  Abilities,  they  were 
diligently  employed  in  difcovering 
proper  Objefts,  in  difcerning  fit  Oc- 
cafions,  and  in  exercifing  all  prudent 
A6ls  and  Offices  of  Charity.  Such 
was  their  Zeal  and  A&ivity,  that 
they  •  omitted  no  Opportunities  of 
exhorting  and  provoking  themfelves 
and  others  to  love  and  good  works ; 
and  fuch  their  Circumfpebtion,  and 
Integrity  too,  as  to  leave  no  room 
for  Sufpicion  but  that  the  Contribu¬ 
tions  they  received  were  all  faithful¬ 
ly  applied,  and  duly  improved. 

This  charitable  Defign,  through 
the  Ablence  of  fome  Members,  and 
neceffiary  Avocations  of  others,  was 
difcontinued  for  a  time ;  but  it  foon 
after  revived  •,  and  in  the  Year  1 7 1  <?, 
their  Numbers  increafing,  dated  Days 

were 
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were  fixed,  and  appointed  Meetings 
held  in  fundry  Places  near  St.  Dun¬ 
can’s  Church  in  Fleetjlreet.  Much 
good  was  done,  and  great  Confola- 
tion  offered  to  the  fpiritual  and  tem¬ 
poral  Wants  of  many,  as  well  by 
Exhortation  and  Advice  in  their  Per- 
Ibnal  Vifits,  as  by  extending  their 
fcattered  Alms  and  diferetionary 
Bounties  in  thefe  unfettled  Places. 
But  before  the  Conclufion  of  the 
Year  1715,  this  growing  Society 
judging  it  more  expedient  to  fix  in 
forne  commodious  Place,  and  depend¬ 
ing  on  the  goodnels  of  their  Inten¬ 
tions,  the  excellency  and  ufefulnels 
of  this  Charity,  and  the  Biefling  of 
God  for  its  Profoerity  and  Succefs, 
they  actually  agreed  for  an  Houle  in 
Petty-France,  Weftminfter ,  where  they 
continued  a  few  Years  with  all  rea- 
fonable  Encouragement,  and  with  well 
grounded  Hopes  of  much  greater  Im¬ 
provements. 
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In  the  Year  1714,  they  removed 
to  a  larger  Houle  in  Chapel -Street, 
Wejhninjler,  where  they  have  fince 
continued,  and  through  the  wonder¬ 
ful  Blefling  of  Providence,  and  Care 
and  Skill  of  their  Phyficians,  dil- 
charged  and  cured,  as  appears  from 
their  Accounts  on  Lady  -  Day  laft, 
1845  Patients.  I  mult  farther  add, 
that  by  the  unwearied  Induftry  and 
Zeal,  the  known  Integrity  and  Abi¬ 
lities  of  their  Truftees  and  Mana¬ 
gers,  they  procured  very  confidera- 
ble  Annual  Subfcriptions ,  befides 
Money  and  Bonds,  amounting  at 
that  time  to  the  Sum  of  1  8  o  y  /.  1  8  s. 
10  d.  Such  was  then  the  profperous 
State  and  improving  Revenue  of  the 
Infirmary  at  Wejhninjler.  And  I 
would  rather  choofe  to  draw  a  Veil 
and  Shade,  than  feem  too  officious 
in  dilcovcring  or  making  unnecefla- 
ry  Remarks  on  the  Grounds  and 
Caules,  the  Increale  and  Growth  of 
our  late  unhappy  Divifions.  I  am 

fenfible 
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fenfible  that  Cafes  of  Reparation  are 
very  tender  Points,  and  too  invi¬ 
dious  Subjects  to  enlarge  and  infill 
on  5  befides,  they  require  a  more  ac¬ 
curate  Judgment,  and  mafterly  Skill 
than  I  am  capable  of,  or  can  pre¬ 
tend  to.  Referring  you  therefore  to 
thofe  already  publifhed  by  the  Au¬ 
thority  and  Sandlion  of  both  Socie¬ 
ties  ■,  I  only  beg  leave  to  oblerve, 
that  though  we  have  very  good 
Grounds  to  glory  in  the  Event,  yet 
my  Wilhes  and  Endeavours  were  at 
no  time  wanting  to  have  prevented 
the  Occafion.  When  thele  Milun- 
derftandings  firfi:  began,  fuppofing 
and  concluding  then  that  Charity 
<vjould  cover  a  multitude  of  errors , 
which  might  proceed  only  from  In¬ 
advertency  or  mere  Human  Infirmi¬ 
ties  ;  there  were  probable  Grounds 
to  hope  that  they  would  terminate 
foon  in  an  ealy  Accommodation  and 
happy  Conclusion :  But  obierving 
them  upon  every  Occafion  rather 

gaining, 
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gaining,  than  lofing  Ground,  and 
frefli  Complaints  arifing  from  fre¬ 
quent  Debates,  I  took  the  Liberty 
to  offer  my  Sentiments  to  the  Board 
in  the  following  Words ;  the  Publi¬ 
cation  of  which  cannot  reafonably 
be  prefumed  now  to  give  juft  Of¬ 
fence  to  any,  fince  they  were  then 
fo  kindly  accepted  of  and  approved, 
as  to  occafion  the  united  Thanks  of 
the  Gentlemen  on  both  fides  of  the 
Queftion. 


Gentle - 


Gentlemen > 

s  T  HAVE  been  not  only  a  Well- 
s  JL  wiflier,  but  a  fmall  Contribu- 
£  tor  to  this  Charity  from  its  early 
‘  Infancy:  I  have  with  pleafure 
e  obferved  its  furprifing  Progrefs,  and 

*  have  good  hopes  ’twill  continue  to 
(  increafe  and  abound,  and  like  the 
(  morning  light ,  Jhine  more  and  more 
c  unto  a  perfeU  day.  As  Health  and 

*  Strength  are  very  valuable  Privi- 

*  leges  and  Bleflings  of  Life,  fo  the 

*  Means  which  procure  and  promote 

*  thefe  are,  or  ought  to  be,  by  all 
f  Men  defervedly  efleemed  and  in- 

*  duftrioufly  purfued.  Tis  the  di- 

*  ftinguiftung  Property  of  this  excel- 

*  lent  Charity,  to  adminifter  to  the 

*  various  Infirmities  of  thofe  who 
(  irioft  need  its  A  Alliance  j  and  how 

*  many  hundreds  of  diflrefled  Ob- 

E  ‘  je£ls 
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jeifts  have  been  here  relieved  and 
railed,  who  might  otherwile  have 
perilhed,  the  beft  attefted  Accounts 
will  fufficiently  juftify.  ’Tis  mat¬ 
ter  of  juft  Concern  to  all  good 
Chriftians  that  in  fe>  well  regula¬ 
ted  a  Charity  any  Complaints, 
Dilputes,  or  Divisions  fhould  arife; 
and  where  all  intend  well,  any  Dife 
agreement  ftiould  enfue  from  the 
various  Means  of  promoting,  or  the 
different  Methods  of  executing  the 
lame  laudable  Defign.  But  great 
Societies  and  Bodies  of  Men  will 
fometimes  interfere ;  and  tho’  they 
may  equally  unite  in  their  Wifhes 
to  advance  the  beft  Ends,  yet  may ' 
they  not  be  equally  prudent,  nor 
equally  fuccefsful  in  their  Applica¬ 
tions.  How  far  this  may  affe£t 
us,  or  leem  to  refemble  our  prefent 
Cafe,  may  be  too  invidious  a  Sub- 
jebt  to  inlift  on.  We  have  good 
reafern  to  believe  that  our  Num¬ 
bers  were  the  Caufe  of  our  tin  hap - 

‘  py 
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f  py  Differences,  which  we  have  too 
f  much  grounds  to  fear  will  rather 
£  increafe  than  abate,  unlefs  more 
f  of  the  true  Spirit  of  Charity,  and 
c  lefs  Paffion  for  Power  prevail  a- 

*  mongft  us.  Hence  we  juftly  may 
f  infer  the  great  Ufe,  Importance* 
c  and  Neceflity  of  a  Charter  *  •  not 
‘  only  from  thofe  various  Privileges 

*  it  would  intitle  us  to,  but  for 
c  preventing  thofe  Irregularities  which 

*  very  naturally  refult  from  too  ex- 
4  tenfive  a  Government.  As  to  the 
4  Place  we  now  contend  fb  eap-erlv 

-  Of 

4  about,  tho’  the  one  "f  in  fundry  re- 
4  fpe&s  muff  doubtlefs  be  allowed 
4  to  have  its  juft  Precedence,  yet  I 
4  cannot  think  the  other  §  has  fuch 
4  infuperable  Objections  as  would 
4  of  itfelf  have  been  fufficient  to 
4  have  diffolved  our  Union :  For 
4  ’twas  in  thefe  Parts  this  darling: 

E  z  *  Babe 

*  Application  was  made  to  King  and  Council  for  a 
Charter ,  which  has  been  fince  waved . 

f  Lanesborough-Houfe,  in  the  upper  Fart  ofWdi- 
minfler. 

§  Caftle-Lane>  a  lower  Fart  of  Weftminftero 
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*  Babe  was  firft  tenderly  nurfed,  has 

*  been  fince  carefully  cherifhed,  and 

*  may  ftill  continue,  under  the  Blef- 
f  fing  of  God,  to  grow  on  to  Per- 

*  fe£tion  s  And  however  Novelties 
4  may  affe£t  fbme,  1  lliall  for  old 

*  Acquaintance  fake  always  wifi  it 

*  Prosperity,  and  refpe£t  and  value  it 

*  as  the  Mother  Charity.  Could  I 

*  entertain  the  leaft  Thought  of  what 

*  the  Fears  of  fome  would  ieem  to 

*  fuggeft,  that  the  necelfary  Confe- 

*  quence  of  dividing  would  he  de- 

*  flroyirtg  this  Child,  I  fliould  trera- 
4  ble  at  the  very  Apprehenfion  of 

*  fb  dangerous  a  Project  :  But  I 

*  hope  better  things  than  thefe,  and 

*  things  that  will  tend  more  to  the 
(  Glory  of  God,  the  Credit  of  Re- 
4  ligion,  and  the  more  growing  du- 

*  rable  Advantages  of  both  thefe 
«  Charities,  For  we  muff  not  look 

*  only  on  the  prefent  Face  of  things, 

*  but  to  their  Ends  and  Confe- 

*  quences-,  and  both  Scripture  and 
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*  Experience  may  convince  us  of 
4  this  Truth,  That  good  Efleds  may 
4  enfue,  if  amicably  and.  difcreetly 
4  managed,  even  from  a  Separation, 

*  and  that  glorious  Fruits  have  been 
4  produced  out  of  this  Root  of  Bit - 
4  ternefs.  The  Prudence  of  Man, 

4  when  the  Waters  rage  and  fwell, 

4  and  the  Banks  are  ready  to  be  over- 
4  flowed,  may  judge  it  expedient  and 
4  neceflary  to  divide  the  Stream  : 

4  And  the  Providence  of  God,  which 
4  brings  Good  out  of  Evil,  by  wife- 
4  ly  difp  erfing,  has  frequently  en- 

*  larged  the  Generation  of  the  faith- 

4  ful.  If  we  refled  on  the  Beha- 
‘  viour  of  Abraham  and  Lot,  and 
4  the  happy  Confluences  which 

4  were  derived  to  God’s  Church  and 

4  People  from  their  voluntary  Sepa- 
4  ration,  it  might  infule  more  mo- 
4  derate  Thoughts  into  the  Minds 
4  of  (ome,  than  they  feem  at  pre- 
4  lent  to  entertain  of  our  intended 
?  Divifion.  When  the  land  ‘was  not 

E  *  4  able 

*  J  in 
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*  able  to  bear  their  increafe,  and  (omc 
‘  Contentions  arofe  between  the 
£  Houfhold  of  each,  *  Abraham  gra- 

<  cioufly  interpofes  in  thefe  remark- 

<  able  Words,  Let  there  be  no  Jlrife , 

<  I  pray  thee ,  between  me  and  thee, 
f  between  my  herdfmen  and  thy 

<  herdfmen ,  jfcr  we  be  brethren :  The 

<  whole  land  is  before  ms,  let  us  take 
f  our  choice,  and  thereby  be  ena- 
«  bled  to  be  more  ferviceable  to 
f  God,  and  more  ufeful  in  our  Ge- 
f  neration  by  an  extended  and  en- 
c  larged,  than  we  were  capable  of 
c  under  a  confined  and  contracted 
«  Dominion.  If  this  Example  out 

<  of  the  Old  Teftament  fliould  fail 
(  of  its  due  weight,  let  us  confider 
£  in  the  New,  that  even  thole  righte- 
c  ous  Men  whom  the  Holy  Ghojl  thus 
e  diftinguifhes,  *'f  feparate  me  Paul 
4  and  Barnabas  for  the  work  whereun- 
c  to  l  have  called  them ;  yet  even 
£  thefe  Co  eminently  pious  Perfons  did 

c  them- 
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themfelves  feparate  *,  and  that  not 
without  diicovering  Tome  Warmth 
and  Eagernefs,  if  not  too  great  a 
Mixture  of  Paflion  and  other  hu¬ 
man  Infirmities  •,  notwithftanding 
which,  all  of  us  mull  allow  how 
much  the  Glory  of  God  and  Pro¬ 
mulgation  of  the  Gofpcl  were  ad¬ 
vanced  and  propagated  by  this  De¬ 
parture.  —  Numerous  and  various 
are  the  In  fiances  which  might  be 
produced  in  all  Ages  of  the  World 
to  juftify  this  Obfervation  :  But 
I  hope  the  future  flour  idling  State 
of  both  thefe  Societies,  relult- 
ing  from  a  noble  and  generous 
./Emulation  to  do  all  the  good 
which  each  of  us  are  capable  of, 
will  beft  illuftrate  and  exemplify 
this  important  Truth.  Let  us 
therefore,  even  when  difiin6t  Bo¬ 


dies,  yet  with  united  Hearts  and 
united  Voices  zealoufly  advance  the 
Glory  of  God,  and  indefatigably 

E  4.  ‘  purfue 
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f  purfue  the  Interefts  of  our  Fellow- 
c  creatures.  To  oppofe  pacifick 

*  Meafures ,  and  refufe  reafonable 
f  Terms  of  Accommodation,  would 
4  be  to  difcover  more  of  Human  In- 
f  firmity  than  Chriftian  Charity, 
4  and  might  be  judged  a  favouring 

*  more  the  things  that  he  of  n.£n, 
4  than  thofe  that  he  of  God.  Would 
c  we  regard  that  happy  Mixture  of 
4  Reproof  and  Advice  St.  Paul  gives 
4  the  Corinthians,  it  might  ferve  to 
4  mollify  our  Spirits,  and  influence 
1  our  Conduit  under  our  prefent 
4  Circumstances.  *  I  fpeah,  fays  he, 

4  to  your  fame.  Is  it  fo,  that  there 
e  is  not  a  wife  man  amongfi  you,  no, 

4  not  one  that  fall  he  ‘able  to  judge 
4  between  brethren,  hut  brother  goeth 
4  to  law  with  brother  ?  Far  be  it 

4  from  any  of  us  to  defire  or  ap- 
f  prove  what  this  judicious  Apoftle 
f  f o  very  juftly  reprehends.  Let  not 
f  this,  nay  Brethren,  be  even  fecret- 

u"  f  '■  ’  ""  •'  ;  {  1  *  * 

j  !y 

#  i  Cor.  vi.  r,  6 „ 
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ly  whifpered,  much  lefs  proclaim¬ 
ed  and  publifhed  in  our  Streets, 
left  they  nvho  hate  as,  triumph  over 
as ,  and  the  Enemies  by  Principle 
to  all  charitable  Defigns,  reproach 
us  with  ill-adviled  and  uncharita¬ 
ble  Practices.  Let  us  rather  (elect 
out  of  this  numerous  Body  (of 
which  fo me  of  moft  Profeflions 
are)  thole  of  known  experienced 
Judgment,  Candour,  and  Integri¬ 
ty  ;  fuch  as  on  both  (ides  of  the 
Queftion  will  hear  with  Patience, 
debate  with  Temper,  and  adt 
with  Caution  j  to  which  may  be 
added  (ome  difinterefted  Arbitra¬ 
tor  to  determine  any  Difference 
that  may  occasionally  ari (e.  This 
I  take  to  be  a  proper,  prudent, 
and  Chriftian  Method  to  aftuage 
our  prelent  Heats;  and  I  am  wil¬ 
ling  to  flatter  my  (elf  that  ’twill 
prove  as  fuccefsful  in  its  Event,  as 
it  is  pious  in  its  Defign  :  Let  me 
lefeech  you  therefore ,  brethren ,  by 

€  the. 
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4  the  mercies  of  God ,  and  thofe  ho’w- 
4  els  of  compajjion,  with  which  we 
4  ought  to  be  affe&ed  towards  our 
4  Fellow-brethren  in  Chriftianity,  and 
4  Fellow-Chriftians  in  Diftrels,  that 
4  thele  well  -  intended  Exhortations 
4  may  not  only  reach  your  Ears, 
4  but  Jink  donvn  into  your  hearts,  and 
‘  influence  your  Pradlice,  that  every 
4  thing  may  be  accommodated  and 
4  adjulted  in  fo  amicable  a  manner, 
4  and  upon  fuch  folid  Foundations, 
4  that  for  the  future  no  other  Strife 
4  or  Contention  may  prevail  amongft 
e  us,  but  who  fli all  moffc  zealoufly 
4  efpoufe  and  etfedlually  promote  the 
4  Credit  and  Intereft:  of  both  Infir- 
4  maries,  as  well  that  in  the  lower, 
4  as  higher  Part  of  Wejlminjler.” 

At  the  Concluflon  of  this  Dif- 
courfe,  it  was  immediately  moved  to 
confider  of  and  comply  with  the 
Terms  of  this  Propofal,  but  without 
Succefs.  Application  was  fince  made, 

and 
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and  amicable  Overtures  propofed  for 
a  Coalition,  or  an  Union  of  the 
whole  Society  in  two  different 
Houfes,  to  as  little  effect.  But  the 
chief  Bone  of  Contention  being  now 
removed,  and  all  our  Right  and 
Claim  to  any  Share  of  the  Bonds  or 
Money  in  the  Cheft  *  (which,  in  the 
Opinion  of  eminent  Council,  we 
might  have  infifted  on,  and  been  in- 
titled  to)  being  generoufly  furren- 
dred  as  Hoftages  for  Peace  and  Cha¬ 
rity,  what  remains  now  but  that  by 
our  future  Behaviour  we  all  demon- 
ftrate  to  the  World,  that  tho’  we  be 
not  now  one  and  the  fame  Society, 
yet  that  with  one  and  the  fame  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Affedtion  and  Zeal  we  unani- 
moufly  promote  the  fame  excellent 
Charity.  And  this  I  take  the  Liber¬ 
ty  to  affirm  and  declare,  that  the 
principal  Motive  which  in  our  De¬ 
bates  on  this  Subject  prevailed  with 
us,  was  the  affined  Confidence  we 
had  that  the  Direction  and  Diflribu- 

tion 
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tion  of  the  Money  in  difpute  would 
be  as  faithfully  applied  by  them,  as 
by  us,  to  the  fame  charitable  Pur- 
• 

To  render  therefore  this  good 
Work,  which,  I  truft,  with  difin- 
terefted  Views  and  united  Affections 
we  are  at  prefent  concerned  and  em¬ 
barked  in,  as  extenfive  as  poffible, 
give  me  leave  to  purfue  and  more 
copioufly  enlarge  on  the  various  Ad¬ 
vantages  of  this  excellent  Charity, 
now  generoufly  fupported  and  fuc- 
cefsfully  promoted  in  the  new  erect¬ 
ed  Hofpital  at  L  we  thorough  Houle  • 
with  the  fundry  prevailing  Motives 
and  powerful  Inducements,  which 
may  be  urged  and  enforced,  to  re¬ 
commend  it  to  our  Judgments,  to 
endear  it  to  our  Affections,  and  cn- 
gage  us  to  its  Practice. 

Liberal  Legacies  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  left  to,  and  large  Sums  ex¬ 
pended  in  the  ereCting  and  endow¬ 
ing  many  great  Hofpitals,  which  yet 

have 
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-  hive  not  anfwered  the  Ends  and 
Intentions  of  the  Donors,  nor  been 
of  that  real  Service  to  the  Poor,  or 
Advantage  to  the  Publick,  as  was 
expected  or  propofed.  The  Expence 
of  Building,  and  Charge  of  Repair¬ 
ing,  the  fettled  Salaries  of  Officers 
and  other  inferior  Attendants,  with 
the  neceffiary  Preparations  for  and 
daily  Maintenance  of  thofe  indigent 
Objects  admitted  into  thefe  Hofpi- 
tals,  fink  deep  into  Treafiires  of  the 
moft  immenfe  Value:  Befides,  the 
inconfiderable  Numbers  which  are 
thus  fupported,  bear  no  Proportion 
to  the  greatnefs  of  the  Expence,  and 
many  of  thefe  with  the  Allowance 
of  half  the  Money  expended  on  their 
particular  Accounts,  might  conftant- 
ly  refide  with,  be  many  ways  afe 
fiflant  to,  and  enjoy  the  agreeable 
Society  of  their  Children,  their  Re¬ 
lations,  or  Friends,  and  live  with 
much  greater  Eafe,  Convenience, 
and  Comfort.  It  has  been  alfo  fur¬ 
ther 
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ther  obferved  and  objected  to  as 
matter  of  very  juft  Complaint,  that 
in  thofe  Countries  and  Towns  where 
theft  Almshoufts  abound,  crouds  of 
idle  Drones,  and  fome  of  the  very 
Dregs  and  Refufe  of  the  Nation, 
have  always  reforted  to  and  made 
their  fettled  Abode.  But  this  Hof-/ 
pital  for  the  Sick  and  Lame  (which 
I  now  recommend)  is  liable  to  none 
of  the  many  Objections  raifed  a- 
gainft  other  Hofpitals ;  nay,  fupplies 
us  with  many  good  and  fubftantial 
Reafcns,  as  well  to  juftify  us  in  the 
Praife,  as  to  incline  us  to  the  Love 
of  its  diftinguifhed  Charities.  For 
here  are  no  extravagant  Sums  ex¬ 
pended  or  disburs’d  either  in  Build¬ 
ing,  or  Purchafe,  but  only  an  eafy 
Annual  Rent,  with  fome  additional 
Charges  at  firft  for  furnifhing  and 
fitting-up,  is  expeCted  and  required. 
Here  are  no  Governors,  Stewards, 
and  other  fuperior  Officers,  with  their 
gainful  Appendages  j  but  all  attend 
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and  ferve  this  Society  without  Sala¬ 
ry  or  Reward.  Expences  indeed 
there  are  and  mu  ft  needs  be,  for 
Medicines,  Diet,  and  other  necefla- 
ry  Provilions;  Wages  alfo  are  allow¬ 
ed  for  a  Matron,  Nurles,  and  other 
inferior  Attendants;  but  thele  and 
other  Articles  of  Expence  are  ma¬ 
naged  with  a  wile  and  wary  Frugali¬ 
ty,  and  the  very  fragments  are  ga¬ 
thered  up,  that  nothing  he  lojl.  Here 
is  no  ftagnating  Sink  or  abiding  Re¬ 
fuge  for  lazy  Drones,  or  reproachful 
Vagabonds,  but  a  continual  fluctua¬ 
ting  Body,  afflicted,  and  difeafed, 
but  loon  cured,  and  loon  dilcharg- 
ed.  Nay,  Multitudes  attending  here 
with  heavy  Hearts,  and  forrowful 
Countenances  to  be  ealed  of  their 
Pains,  and  relieved  in  their  Diftrefs, 
expeditioufly  return  with  Hallelujahs 
in  their  Mouths,  extolling  the  Glory 
of  God  and  the  Benevolence  of  Men. 
Thefe  are  known  Advantages  which 
fo  diftinguilh  this  from  other  famous 
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Holpitals,  and  render  it  every  way 
lo  complete  a  Charity,  that  we  may 
conclude  with  the  Apoftle,  that 
nuhatfoever  things  are  honejl ,  ‘whatfo- 
ever  things  are  lovely,  ’whatfoever 
things  are  praife'Worthy,  and  of  good 
report,  are  all  comprehended  and  con¬ 
tained  in  it :  And  tho’  other  pious 
Works  have  their  Ules  and  Ends, 
may  claim  their  Proportion  of  Me¬ 
rit,  and  due  Share  of  Efteem,  yet 
this  in  fundry  refpe&s  excels  and 
furpafles  them  all. 

Various  are  the  Motives  and  con- 
fiderable  the  Encouragements,  which 
’twere  eafy,  if  neceflary,  to  enume¬ 
rate  and  difplayj  but  I  {hall  only 
at  prefent  infill;  on  thole  which  re¬ 
commend  this  good  Work,  as  it 
tends  to  advance  the  Glory  of  God, 
the  Honour  of  our  Country,  the 
temporal  and  Ipiritual  Interefts  of  the 
Obje&s  concerned*  and  that  great 
variety  of  Advantages  which  mult 
infallibly  redound  to  them*  both  here 

and 
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and  hereafter,  who  duly  difcharge 
fo  truly  Chriftian  and  important  a 
Duty.  . 

Fir  ft.  The  Glory  of  God  is  high¬ 
ly  advanced  by  fo  truly  pious  and 
fextenfive  a  Charity. 

Tho’  finite  Creatures  are  no  way 
Capable  of  advancing  Infinite  Per¬ 
fection,  nor  can  any  of  us}  ftri&ly 
{peaking,  he  profitable  to  our  Maker  j 
tho’  He  who  is  of  himfelf  an  all- 
fufficient  Being  neither  needs  nor 
can  receive  any  additional  Felicity  > 
yet  he  condefcends  kindly  to  accept 
our  grateful  Acknowledgments,  and 
promiles  to  reward  our  Defires  and  ■ 
Endeavours  to  promote  his  Glory. 
Now  ’tis  certain  that  then  we  •  beft 
glorify  God,  when  we  pay  an  exaCt 
and  uniform  Obedience  to  all  his 
Commands ;  and  of  all  the  Precepts 
Chriftianity  injoins,  none  is  more  re¬ 
markable,  none  more  frequently  or 
more  earneftly  prefled  than  this  Ex- 
ercife  of  Mercy.  We  are  exhorted. 
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above  all  things  to  put  on  Charity , 
which  is  the  bond  of  perfeSfnefs ■,  it  is 
juftly  acknowledged  to  have  the  pre¬ 
ference  even  to  Faith  and  Hope,  and  • 
Love,  as  the  Apoflle  exprefles  it,  is 
the  fulfilling  of  the  law.  Nay,  God 
is  fo  good  as  frequently  to  difpenfe 
with  fome  pofitive  Duties  in  favour 
of  natural,  and  when  both  come  in¬ 
to  competition  to  choofe  mercy  ra¬ 
ther  than  facrifice.  If  therefore  Cha¬ 
rity  is  efteemed  fuch  a  favourite  Vir¬ 
tue,  and  an  Ornament  of  fo  precious 
and  ineftimable  a  value,  we  may  af¬ 
fine  our  {elves  the  more  general  and 
extenfive  this  Charity  is,  the  more 
acceptable  it  will  be  to  God,  and 
beneficial  to  the  World.  The  Light 
that  'will  fine  forth  from  this  well- 
fituated  Hofpital,  that  great  variety 
of  good  Works  which  will  be  con¬ 
tinually  difplay’d  there ,  will  give 
fun  dry  freih  Occafions  and  abundant 
Reafons  to  glorify  our  Father  which  is 
in  heaven.  As  the  poor  more 
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liarly  commend  themfehes  to  God,  and 
he  is  in  the  moft  remarkable  man¬ 
ner  declared  the  helper  of  the  friend- 
lefs-,  io  the  good  done  to  them  will 
be  acknowledged  and  diftinguilhed  as 
God’s  own  ACt,  and  more  imme¬ 
diately  redound  to  the  Glory  of  the 
Author.  Thefe  poor  ObjeCts  in  Df- 
ftrels  may  be  moft  properly  ftiled  the 
Lord’s  Subftitutes,  and  the  Care  ta¬ 
ken  of  them  conduces  to  and  ter¬ 
minates  in  the  end  to  the  Praile  of 
God :  And  this  Consideration  alone 
might  lerve  to  animate  our  Zeal, 
and  encourage  us  to  purfue  and  per- 
fevere  in  this  good  Work,  by  the 
due  Performance  whereof  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  God  as  well  as  Salvation  of 
our  Souls  is  moft  effectually  ad¬ 
vanced.  As  the  Rile,  Progrels,  and 
Perfection  of  this  Charity  principal¬ 
ly  refult  from  the  divine  Blelling^ 
lo  the  Fruits,  EffeCts,  and  Co»- 
lequences  of  it  ought  always  to  be 
afcnbed  to  the  divine  Glory.  Tho’ 

F  2  ,  to 
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to  fupetficial  Obfervers  we  may  be 
thought  the  Inftruments  and  appa¬ 
rent  Authors ;  yet  fuch  as  more  nar¬ 
rowly  examine  things,  and  wifely 
judge,  muft  evidently  difcern  and 
freely  declare,  This  hath  God  done, 
for  they  Jhall  perceive  that  it  is  hii 
work.  Let  not  us  therefore  dare  to 
arrogate  to  ourfelves  any  Merit  or 
Praife,  but  in  this,  and  every  good 
Work  we  are  capable  of,  in  the  juft 
and  modeft  Language  of  the  Pfalmift, 
acknowledge  and  fay,  Be  thou  exalt¬ 
ed,  Lord,  in  thine  owrt  jlrength,  fo 
will  we  fing  and  praife  thy  power . 

To  demonftrate  how  many  Ways, 
and  in  what  various  relpe<Sts  this 
Charity  tends  to  promote  God’s  Glo¬ 
ry,  would  be  too  copious  a  Subje£t 
to  expatiate  on;  it  may  fuffice  at 
prefent  to  obferve  and  declare,  that 
as  the  Concerns  and  Interefts  of  the 
meaneft  of  God’s  Creatures  are  fo 
interwoven  with  his  own,  that  what 
wood  Offices  are  performed  to  the 
&  leaf 
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leafl  of  thefe  his  brethren,  he  accepts 
and  interprets  as  done  to  himfelf ;  the 
more  numerous  thefe  poor  Objects 
are  we  relieve  and  mile,  the  more 
abundantly  will  God’s  Glory  be  pro¬ 
moted  and  increafed.  But 

Secondly.  This  Charity  tends  to 
advance  and  exalt  the  Honour  oi.  our 
Country. 

’Tis  the  known  infamous  Charac¬ 
ter  of  the  perilous  times,  that  men 
Jhall  he  only  lovers  of  their  own  felves, 
covetous,  unthankful,  without  natu¬ 
ral  affeclion ;  and,  in  fhort,  lovers  of 
pleafures  more  than  lovers  of  God. 
Now  tho’  I  would  not  feem  to  flat¬ 
ter  nor  excufe  the  prefent  Age,  which 
in  too  many  notorious  Infhnces  is 
degenerate  and  corrupt ;  yet  there  is 
a  Spirit  lately  Ihewn,  diftinguifhed 
in  this  and  other  excellent  Charities, 
that  demonftrates  the  very  Reverfe  of 
thefe  deteftable  Qualities,  and  may 
be  a  means  to  protradt  thefe  ap¬ 
proaching  evil  days,  and  prevent  any 

F  3  threat- 
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threatning  or  impending  Judgment. 
That  many  of  us  have  been  defec¬ 
tive  in  and  unmindful  of  thefe  good 
Works,  is  matter  of  Sorrow  and 
Shame :  That  we  now  defire  to  love 
better  things,  and  carefully  purfue 
better  Measures,  redounds  to  our 
Credit  as  well  as  Comfort.  I  may 
add  too,  if  we  have  a  real  Value  for 
the  Interefls  of  our  Country,  or  Ho¬ 
nour  of  our  Nation,  as  Well  as  Re¬ 
gard  to  our  felves,  ’twill  become  us 
to  abound  in  thefe  charitable  Vir¬ 
tues  and  Chriftian  Graces,  which 
will  render  us  in  Practice,  as  well  as 
Principle,  diftinguifh’d  Patriots.  The 
Ccmpaffion  lately  fhewn  to  fundry 
poor  perilling  difconfolate  Objects 
in  this  charitable  Hofpital ;  the  Re¬ 
iteration  of  the  Limbs  and  Preferva- 
tion  of  the  Lives  of  fo  many  difa- 
bled  Subjeds  by  the  Application  of 
proper  means,  being  rendred  capa¬ 
ble  of  ferving  God,  their  Country, 
and  themfelves,  well  deferve  the  Pro- 

tedien, 
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teftion,  the  Countenance,  and  En¬ 
couragement  of  a  good-natured,  wa¬ 
ry,  and  wifely  calculated  Govern¬ 
ment.  Hence  foreign  Nations  have 
juftly  extolled  all  publick-fpiriied 
Charities  in  proportion  to  their  Ser¬ 
vices,  thofe  more  efpeciallv  which 
tend  to  relieve  the  Miseries  and  pro¬ 
long  the  Lives  of  a  great  variety  of 
Members. - If  I  am  lightly  in¬ 

formed,  in  the  great  City  of  Paris , 
and  other  Parts  of  France,  thofe  of 
the  wealthiefl  Gentry,  and  moll  no¬ 
ble  Quality,  count  it  no  Difparage- 
ment  to  their  Birth  or  Fortune  to 
become  voluntary  Members  of  this 
charitable  Society,  nay,  frequently 
vifit  in  Perfbn  and  minifter  with 
Pleafure  to  thefe  Needy  in  Diflrefs. 
And  if  in  many  things  which  we 
can  neither  conveniently  nor  credi¬ 
tably  comply  with ,  we  are  yet 
ftrangely  addicted-  to,  and  grow  ex- 
cefhvely  fond  of  foreign  Falhions ;  if 
we  will  indulge  our  felves  in  fome, 

F  4  even 
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even  to  the  hazard  of  out  Virtue, 
and  in  defiance  of  thofe  Reftraints 
which  Morality  and  Chriftianity  have 
preferibed  and  injoined  as  the  beft 
Guardians  and  Barriers  we  can  de¬ 
fine  to  fecure }  ’twill  highly  become 
us  to  imitate  thefe,  which  all  muft 
allow  to  be  unexceptionable  Patterns 
of  true  Chriftian  Humility  and  God¬ 
like  Charity.  If  in  the  Primitive 
Times  even  Emperors  and  Kings 
condefeended  fcmetimes  to  the  moft 
inferior  Offices,  which  are  now  per¬ 
formed  by  their  Almoners,  or  other 
fubordinate  Minifters,  let  not  us  be 
a  (harried  of  any  occafional  oervices, 
however  lowly  and  meek,  to  com¬ 
fort  thofe  in  the  Miferies  of  Life,  or 
refeue  thofe  from  the  Confines  of 
Death,  for  whom  Chriji  died.  Thofe 
in  high  Stations  and  affluent  Cir- 
cumftances,  whom  it  fuits  not  to 
conform  to  thefe  lower  Offices,  fhould 
conftantly  take  care  by  their  Favour 
and  Protection,  their  Countenance 

l  1  1 
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and  Encouragement,  and  above  all 
by  their  moft  generous  Subfcriptions, 
and  liberal  Benefactions,  to  lupply 
the  Want  of  their  Minifteriai  Ser¬ 
vices,  and  Perfonal  Performances. 
Thus  might  we  refemble  the  Prac¬ 
tice  of  the  Primitive  Saints,  obferve 
the  Rules,  and  tread  in  the  very 
Jleps  of  our  hlejfed  Lord  and  Majler 
nay,  by  being  merciful,  may  in  fome 
meafure  become  per  feci,  even  as  our 
Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect. 
Thefe  are  the  Means  to  render  us  a 
considerable  and  glorious  Nation, 
by  the  due  Gbfervance  of  which 
God  will  conftantly  and  abundantly 
Jkevj  his  lovmg-hndnefs,  and  our  land 
will  give  her  increafe  ■,  nay,  ’twill  re¬ 
ceive  an  Increafe  of  Credit  artd  Re¬ 
putation,  as  well  as  other  more  fub- 
ftantial  Bleffings. 

Thirdly .  The  temporal  as  well  as 
fpiritual  Interefts  of  the  ObjeCts 
concerned  will  be  confiderably  in- 
creafed  and  promoted  by  this  Charity. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  (as  I  before  obferved)  are 
of  the  utmoft  Importance,  and  will 
be  greatly  improved  and  advanced 
by  the  CircumfpeCtion,  Care,  and 
due  Attendance  of  Officers,  and  a 
faithful  Execution  of  all  the  re- 
fpedtive  Duties  committed  to  their 
Charge. 

The  weekly  Vilitors  ffiould  be 
careful  that  the  daily  neceflary  Pro- 
vifions  be  frefh  and  wholfom,  pur¬ 
chas’d  at  as  eafy  an  Expence  as  their 
Circumftances  will  allow,  managed 
with  all  the  Parhmony  Chriftian 
Charity  {hall  dictate,  and  conducted 
In  all  the  Order,  Decency,  and  Oe- 
conomy,  as  Chriftian  Prudence  {hail 
direct. 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  Phyfical 
Faculty  ihould,  at  their  appointed 
Times,  be  ready  to  hear  and  receive 
Patients,  to  admit  fuch  as  are  pro¬ 
per  Objefts  for  this  Houfe,  and  re¬ 
commend  thole,  whofe  Cafes  would 
probably  prove  too  tedious  or  too 

in- 
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inveterate,  to  tome  other  Hofpital, 
that  there  might  be  a  quick  Succef- 
fion  here,  and  great  Numbers  re¬ 
lieved  and  railed  at  a  very  moderate 
Expence. 

Thole  of  the  Clergy  who  offer 
themlelves  as  Members  of  this  Cha¬ 
ritable  Society,  Ihould,  at  proper 
Times  and  Seafons,  and  as  their 
Occafions  will  permit,  adminifterfpi- 
ritual  Edification,  Confolation,  and 
Advice ;  and  when  they  are  well  difi 
poled  to  receive  the  bell:  Imprelfions, 
and  are  moll  capable  of  applying 
the  lame  to  truly  profitable  Purpo- 
fes,  Ihould  kindly  infinuate  and  prels 
fuch  good  Inllructions  and  Rules, 
that  lo  their  Bodies  may  be  not  on¬ 
ly  healed,  but  their  fouls  alfo  fayed 
in  the  day  of  the  Lord. 

Thus  by  a  due  Execution  and 
conftant  O  bier vance  of  thele  Rules 
in  their  refpective  Offices,  the  tem¬ 
poral  and  Ipiritual  Interefts  of  all  the 

Objedls 
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Objects  concerned,  will  be  effectual¬ 
ly  fecured.  I  proceed  therefore. 
Fourthly  and  lajlly ,  To  lhew  the 
great  Variety  of  Advantages  which 
will  infallibly  redound  to  them,  both 
here  and  hereafter,  who  duly  difcharge 
Co  truly  Chriftian  and  important  a 
Duty, 

Large  here  is  the  Field,  wherein 
they  who  love  and  delight  in  good 
Works  may  expatiate  and  abound. 
Numerous  are  the  Objects  on  which 
we  may  beftow  the  Riches  of  our 
Goodnefs,  and  Plenitude  of  our 
Bounty,  in  fo  gracious  a  Manner, 
and  to  fuch  acceptable  Ends,  that 
our  joy  may  he  the  joy  of  them  all. 
And  it  ought  to  be  matter  of  very 
great  Confblation  to  us,  that  in  the 
multitude  of  their  forrows  our  feafon- 
able  Liberalities  and,  beneficent  Cha¬ 
rities  can  comfort  and  xefrejh  their 
Bodies  and  Souls. 

Many  are  the  Privileges  and  pe¬ 
culiar  Advantages  which  the  Phyfi- 

cians 
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dans  and  Surgeons  who  are  employ¬ 
ed  in  this  good  Work  may  reafona- 
bly  exped,  and  really  receive.  All 
mud:  allow,  that  ’twill  very  little  a- 
vail  to  underhand  only  the  Art  or 
Theory  of  Phylick,  without  the  Prac¬ 
tice.  ’Tis  Experience  that  belt  qua¬ 
lifies  the  Gentlemen  of  this  Faculty 
to  excel  in  their  Profeffion,  that  im¬ 
proves  their  Skill,  perfects  their 
Judgments,  and  diftinguifhes  their 
Abilities;  that  raifes  their  Charac¬ 
ters,  enriches  their  Families,  and 
renders  them  as  well  famous  as  ufe- 
ful  in  their  Generation.  Thefe  there¬ 
fore  as  inferior  Motives,  and  in  fub- 
ferviency  to  thofe,  which  the  Bowels 
of  Humanity  and  Rules  of  Chriftia- 
nity  preferibe  and  didate,  may  not 
improperly  be  applied  to  invite  and 
encourage  many  to  extend  and  pro¬ 
mote  fi>  beneficial  a  Charity. 

Nor  are  there  wanting  Motives 
to  animate  thofe  of  our  fpiritual  Fra¬ 
ternity  to  engage  in  a  Work,  which 
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may  in  fundry  refpe&s  tend  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Ends  or  Piety,  as  well  as 
Ufes  of  Society.  The  fair  ProfpeCt 
we  may  have  of  relieving  their  fpi- 
ritual,  when  they  perceive  us  fo  con¬ 
cerned  for  their  bodily  Infirmities 
the  eafy  Accefs  we  may  have  to  their 
Underftandings  and  Reafon,  when 
we  have  thus  gained  their  Affections ; 
the  ready  Difpofition  they  may  fhew 
to  attend  and  hear  us,  not  only 
with  Patience,  but  with  Pleafure  and 
Profit,  are  Advantages  which  we 
may  juftly  value  and  delight  in,  and 
ought  to  apply  and  improve,  as  well 
to  our  own,  as  their  eternal  Salva¬ 
tion.  Nay,  I  farther  add,  that  all 
who  are  any  way  employed  in  this 
charitable  Work,  may  have  frequent 
Opportunities  of  exercifing  aiid  dis¬ 
playing  many  lingular  Virtues. 

Here  they  may  learn  that  LovjH- 
nefs  of  Minf  and  give  Proofs  of  that 
humble  and  condefcending  Behavi¬ 
our,  which  will  render  them  bosh 

acceptable 
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acceptable  and  exemplary  on  Earth, 
and  beft  qualify  them  for  Heaven. 
Here  they  may  be  taught  that  moll 
inftrudtive  Leffon  of  Refignation  and 
Submiflion  to  the  Will  of  God,  and 
under  any  Difficulties  or  Difappoint- 
ments,  in  their  patience  to  pofofs  their 
fouls.  By  accuftoming  themfelves  to 
thefe  charitable  Vifits,  they  will  na-„ 
rurally  put  on  thofe  hotels  oj  mercies, 
and  have  that  Tendernefs  and  Com¬ 
panion,  that  Fellowfeeling  of  the 
Miferies  and  Sufferings  of  others, 
which  the  Chriftian  Inftitution  re¬ 
commends  and  injoins  •,  and  if  they 
need,  on  proper  Occafions,  to  mor¬ 
tify  their  Appetites,  and  deny  them¬ 
felves,  they  are  brought  up  in  a 
School  where  they  may  both  learn 
the  Rules,  and  reduce  them  to 
Pra&ice.  To  be  often  converfant 
with  filch  miferable  Spectacles,  and 
employed  and  engaged  in  fuch  cha¬ 
ritable  Exercifes,  might  draw  them 
off  from  the  Follies  and  Vanities  of 

this 


this  World,  and  fix  their  Minds  on 
more  {olid  and  fubftantial  Pleafures. 
They  might  much  better  value  the 
Privileges  of  Health ;  and  Plenty, 
when  they  lee  the  deplorable  Condi¬ 
tion  of  thole  who  feel  the  want  of 
them ;  they  might  learn  in  'whatever 
fate  they  are,  to  he  content  with 
that  Portion  which  Providence  allots; 
when  they  obferve  and  reflect,  that 
tho’  fome  abound  with  more,  yet 
many  have  lefi :  Nay,  when  they 
ferioufly  confider  that  in  the  m'tdft 
of  Life  they  are  in  Death-,  that  ’tis 
the  diftinguifhing  Providence  of  God, 
and  no  Merit  of  their  own,  that  fo 
many  others  are  taken  out  of  the 
World,  and  they  left ,  it  might  ferve 
to  animate  and  excite  their  moft 
earned  Endeavours  and  fervent  Pray¬ 
ers  to  be  fo  qualified  and  prepared, 
that  whether  fooner  or  later  their 
Diffolution  approaches,  they  may 
comfortably  fay,  Surely  the  hitternefs 
of  Death  is  paf.  Thefe,  and  fiindry 

other 
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other  Benefits  might  accrue  to  thole 
who  duly  difcharge  fuch  good-natufd 
Offices,  and  fpiritually  improve  lo 
advantageous  an  Exercile.  —  I  urge, 
Laftly,  that  they  who  have  neither 
Inclination  nor  Leifure  to  be  perfon- 
ally  concerned,  yet  are  Sublcribers 
or  BenefaCtors  to  this  charitable  Work, 
contribute  greatly  to  the  Profperity 
of  it,  and  Jhall  in  no  wife  lofe  their 
reward.  The  Pleafures  they  feel  a- 
rifing  from  a  laudable  Generofity  of 
their  Natures,  a  ready  Dilpofition 
and  zealous  Ambition  to  promote 
this  and  other  charitable  Works,  are 
fuch  as  the  world  can  neither  give  nor 
take  away  front  them.  Nay,  the  lin¬ 
gular  Improvements  and  extenfive 
Benefits,  with  other  Fruits  and  Con¬ 
fluences  of  this  pious  Undertaking, 
which  they  annually  lupport,  and  are 
zealous  to  advance,  entertain  their 
Minds  with  fuch  a  variety  of  exqui- 
fite  Satisfactions  and  Delights,  as 
may  yield  abundant  Reafons  to  con- 

G  elude 
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elude  with  the  Apoftle,  ’Tis  more 
hleffe'd  to  give  than  to  receive.  But 
the  principal  Rewards  propofed  are 
in  Prom  lie  and  Reversion,  and  will 
not  be  compleatly  diiplayed  ’till  the 
Day  of  final  Retribution ;  when  the 
particular  Favours  fhewn  to  diftrefi 
ied  and  indigent  Objefts,  the  Re- 
prefentatives  of  Chrijl,  fhall  be  di- 
ftindly  examined,  the  Mercies  ex¬ 
tended  to  their  Bodies  and  Souls 
moil  amply  recompenied,  and  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  Number  of  theie  good 
Works,  and  other  exemplary  Virtues, 
they  fhall  Jhine  as  higher  or  lower  Jlars 
in  this  heavenly  firmament. 

Let  not  us  therefore  grow  remiis 
or  weary  of  well-doing. ,  but  continue 
jiedfafl  and  immoveable ,  always  pro¬ 
moting  and  abounding  in  good  works, 
and  our  labour  of  love  fhall  not  fail 
of  a  preient  nor  a  future  Reward. 

To  ferve  as  daily  Monitors  and 
feaionable  Remembrancers  of  this 

important 
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important  Duty,  and  to  fupply  us 
always  with  freft.  Springs  of  Con- 
folation  and  Encouragement  from 
thole  moll  uncorrupt  Fountains  the 
Canonical  Scriptures,  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  to  the  Meditation  of 
my  Readers  Ibme  of  the  many  Mo¬ 
tives  contained  in  the  Old  Telia- 
ment  and  New,  to  invite  and  en¬ 
gage  them  to  Works  of  Beneficence 
and  Charity  •  more  Specially  thole 
which  immediately  affeiSt  or  relate 
to  the  Sick  and  Needy,  the  pecu¬ 
liar  Objects  of  the  new  erected  Hof- 
pital  at  Lanesborougb-Houfe. 

.  For  the  poor  jhall  never  ceafe  out 
of  the  land :  therefore  I  command  thee , 
faying,  Thou  Jhalt  open  thine  hand  voids 
unto  thy  brother ,„  to  thy  poor ,  and  to 
thy  needy  in  the  land.  Deut.  xv.  1 1. 

There  is  that  fcattereth,  and  yet  in- 
creafeth ;  and  there  is  that  voithhoidsth 
more  than  is  good,  and  it  tendeth  to  po¬ 
verty.  Prov.  xi.  14. 

'  G  z  Tk 
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The  liberal  foal  fall  be  made  fat ,  and 
he  that  watereth  fall  be  watered  alfo 
himfelf.  ver.  zj. 

The  merciful  man  doth  good  to  his 

own  foul.  ver.  17. 

If  thou  draw  out  thy  foul  to  the 
hungry,  and  fatisfy  the  afflicted  foul-, 
then  fall  thy  light  rife  in  obfcurity , 
and  thy  darknejs  be  as  the  noon-day. 
Ha.  lviii.  10. 

Bleffedare  the  merciful,  for  they  fall 

obtain  mercy.  Matth.  v.  7. 

Make  to  your  felves  friends  of  the 
mammon  of  unright eoujhefs,  that  when 
ye  fail,  they  may  receive  you  into  ever- 
lafing  habitations .  Luke  xvi. 

Upon  the  firfl  day  of  the  week  let 
every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  fore ,  as 
God  hath  proffered  him.  1  Cor.  xvi.  z. 

He  that  giveth,  let  him  do  it  with 
fmplicity ;  he  that  feweth  mercy, 
‘ with  chearfulnefs.  Rom.  xii.  8. 

Charge  them  that  are  rich  in  this 
world,  that  they  truf  not  in  uncertain 
riches,  but  in  the  living  God-,  that 
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they  do  goody  that  they  he  rich  in  good 
works,  ready  to  dijlribute,  willing  to 
communicatey  laying  up  in  Jlore  for 
themfelves  a  good  foundation  againfi 
the  time  to  come ,  that  they  may  lay 
hold  on  eternal  life .  i  Tim.  vi.  17* 

1  ip. 

God  is  not  unrighteous  that  he  will 
forget  your  work  and  labour  of  lovey 
which  ye  have  Jhewed  towards  his 
name ,  in  that  ye  have  minijlred  unto 
the  faints y  and  yet  do  minifier .  Heb* 
vi.  10. 

Put  on,  as  the  eleS  of  Gody  bow¬ 
els  of  mercies ,  kindnefs,  &c.  ColoC 
iiif  1  2, 

Above  all  things  have  fervent  cha¬ 
rity  among  your  felvesy  for  charity  will 
cover  the  multitude  of  fins , 

Ufe  Hofpitality  one  to  another ,  with¬ 
out  grudging.  As  every  man  hath  re¬ 
ceived  the  gift ^  even  fo  mini  ft  er  the 
fame  one  to  another y  as  good  ft e wards 
of  the  manifold  grace  of  God ,  If  any 
minifler,  let  him  do  it  as  of  the  abi - 

G  3  lity 
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fity  'which  God  giveth,  that  God  in  ah 
things  may  he  glorified  through  Jefus 
Chrifi ,  to  whom  he  praife  and  dominion 
for  ever  and  ever,  i  Pet.  iv.  8,  p. 
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Look  not  every  man  on  his  own 
things ,  hut  every  man  alfo  on  the  things 
of  others.  Phil.  ii.  4. 

Let  us  not  love  in  word ,  neither  in 
tongue ,  hut  in  deed ,  and  fat  truth. 
1  John  iii.  1  8. 

This  commandment  have  we  from 
God,  That  he  who  loveth  God,  love  his 
brother  alfo.  1  John  iv.  z  1 . 

Whofo  hath  this  world’s  good,  and 
feeth  his  brother  have  need,  and  Jhut- 
teth  up  his  bowels  of  companion  jrom 
him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in 
him?  1  John  iii.  17. 


He  Jhall  have  judgment,  without 
mercy,  that  hath  Jhewed  no  mercy-, 
and  mercy  rejoiceth  againfi  judgment. 

Jam.  h.  13. 


When 
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When  the  ear  heard  me,  then  it 
lleffed  me ;  and  when  the  eye  faw  me, 
it  gave  witnefs  to  me:  Becaufe  I  de¬ 
livered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  the  fa¬ 
ther  lefs,  and  him  that  had  none  to  help 
him .  The  hlejjlng  of  him  that  was 
ready  to  perijh,  came  upon  me .  Job. 
xxix.  i  i  j  1 i,  13. 

Blejfed  is  he  that  confdereth  the  Jick 
and  needy ,  the  Lord  will  deliver  him 
in  the  time  of  trouble ,  The  Lord  will 
preferve  him,  and  keep  him  alive,  and 
he  Jhall  he  blejfed  upon  earth  ;  and  thou 
wilt  not ' deliver  him  into  the  will  of 
his  enemies .  The  Lord  will  Jlrengthen 
him  upon  the  hed  of  languijhing ;  thou 
wilt  make  all  his  hed  in  his  jicknefs. 
Thou  wilt  he  inerciful  unto  him,  and 
heal  his  foul,  tho  he  hath  fnned  a- 
g ainfi  thee .  Pfal.  xli.  1,  1,  3,4. 

In  all  their  affliction  he  was  afflicted \ 
Ifa.  Ixiii.  sk 

Jefus  went  forth  and  faw  a  great 

multitude,  and  was  moved  with  com - 
^  » 
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paffion  toward  them,  and  healed  their 
Jick.  Matth.  xiv.  14. 

Call  the  poor,  the  maimed,  the  lame, 
and  the  Mind-,  and  thou  jhalt  he  hlef- 
fed-,  for  they  cannot  recompenfe  thee , 
hut  thou  Jhalt  he  recompenfed  at  the 
refurre&ion  of  the  jujl.  Luke  xiv.  14. 

Come,  ye  hlejfed  of  my  Father,  in¬ 
herit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world :  for 
I  was  an  hungry,  and  ye  gave  me 
meat ;  I  was  tkirjly,  and  ye  gave  me 
drink  -,  I  was  a  jlranger,  and  ye  took 
me  in  -,  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me ;  I 
was  jick,  and  ye  vijited  me-,  I  was  in 
prifon,  and  ye  came  unto  me :  inafmuch 
as  ye  have  done  it  to  one  of  the  leajl 
of  thefe  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it 
unto  me.  Matth.  xxv.  3  4, 3  5 ,  3  6— 40. 

Jefus  (aid,  Which  was  Neighbour  to 
him  that  fell  among  the  thieves  ?  He 
faid,  He  that  fiewed  mercy.  Then  faith 
Jefus  unto  him,  Go,  and  do  thou  like- 
wife.  Luke  x.  36}  37. 
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That  the  members  [hould  have  the  fame 
can  one  for  another  •,  and  whether  one 
member  fuffer,  all  the  members  fuffer 
with  it.  i  Cor.  xii.  2.5,  26. 

Bleffed  be  God ,  the  Father  of 
mercies,  and  God  of  all  comfort,  who 
comforteth  us  in  all  our  tribulation ,  that 
we  may  be  able  to  comfort  them  which 
are  in  trouble,  by  the  comfort  wherewith 
we  our  fehes  are  comforted  of  God. 
2  Cor.  1.  3,  4. 

Te  had  companion  on  me  in  my  bonds. 

Heb.  x.  34. 

Remember  them  that  are  in  bonds,  as 
hound  with  them  and  them  who  fuffer 
adverfity,  as  being  your  felves  alfo  in 
the  body.  Heb.  xiii.  z. 

Pure  Religion  and  undefiled  before  God 
and  the  Father,  is  this,  To  vifit  the  fa¬ 
ther lefs  and  widows  in  their  affliBion. 
Jam.  i.  27. 

Let  all  your  things  be  done  with 
charity.  1  Cor.  xvi.  14.  As  ye  a- 
hound  in  all  things,  fee  that  ye  abound 
in  this  grace  alfo. 


A 
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A  Morning  Prayer  for  the  Patients . 


tT  ',  I  V  E  ear,  Lord,  unto  my  Pray- 
er,  and  ponder  the  Voice  of 
my  humble  Petitions,  which  I  now 
arefent  to  thy  Divine  Majefty,  who 
abour  under  bodily  and  fpiritual  In¬ 
firmities,  and  fly  unto  thee  for  Suc¬ 
cour,  Support,  and  Comfort.  There 
being  no  Health  in  my  Flefh,  be- 
caufe  of  thy  Dilpleafure ;  nor  any 
Reft  in  my  Bones,  by  reafon  of  my 
Sin,  to  whom  can  I  apply  for  Re¬ 
lief  or  Remedy,  but  to  thee,  O 
Lord,  who  art  the  Fountain  of  Mer¬ 
cies,  which  fpring  freely  from  the 
Streams  of  thine  abundant  Goodnefs  5 
to  thee  the  great  Phyfician  of  Souls, 
and  only  fure  Reftorer  of  Life 
and  Salvation :  Vouchftfe  therefore 
to  difplay  the  Riches  of  thy  Good- 
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nefs,  and  Wonders  of  thy  Power,  to 
five  my  Soul,  for  I  have  finned  a- 
gainft  thee.  Pardon  the  Sins  and 
Offences  of  my  Youth ;  pardon  the 
Tranfgreflions  of  my  more  manly 
Years-,  pardon  the  repeated  Breach¬ 
es  of  my  Vows,  and  my  too  fre¬ 
quent  Relapfes.  Enable  me  for  the 
future  to  avoid  the  Snares  of  all  fe- 
ducing  Evils,  to  root  out  the  very 
Seeds  of  all  malignant  Vices,  and 
tranfplant  in  their  room  fuch  Virtues 
and  Graces  as  may  produce  Fruits 
meet  for  Repentance.  Let  me  fe- 
rioufly  confider  to  how  many  Tempta¬ 
tions  I  am  continually  expofed , 
what  are  the  Sins  which  too  eafily 
befet  me;  and  give  me  Inclination 
and  Grace  fo  to  watch  and  pray, 
that  none  of  them  may  get  the  Pow¬ 
er  and  Dominion  over  me.  Leave 
me  not,  O  Lord,  to  the  Infirmities 
of  my  Nature,  to  the  Deceitfulnefs 
of  my  own  Heart,  or  the  fpecious 
Arts  of  the  Tempter,  which  will 

flat- 
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flatter  and  beguile,  and  in  the  end 
deftrov  me :  But  graft,  O  Lord,  in 
my  Heart  the  Love  of  thy  Name ; 
increafe  and  cherifh  thofe  pious  Dif- 
pofitions  which  thy  Grace  and  my 
Afflictions  have  wrought  in  me,  and 
perfeCt  the  good  Work  thou  haft 
thus  happily  begun.  Make  me  not 
only  to  difcern  and  delight  in,  but 
purfue  and  perfevere  in  every  thing 
that  is  good,  that  I  may  daily  im¬ 
prove  and  grow  in  true  fpiritual 
Graces,  and  lo  make  my  Calling  and 
EleCtion  fure.  Having  thus  ftrength- 
ned  and  fiipported  my  Soul,  give 
Eaie,  Refrelliment,  and  Relief  to  my 
Body ;  direCt  and  provide  proper 
Means  for  my  Health ;  and  vouchsafe 
thy  Bleffing  on  them  to  promote 
my  Recovery.  Let  me  look  on  thefe 
Afflictions  as  kind  Remembrancers 
of  my  Duty,  or  filch  fatherly  Cor¬ 
rections  as  were  defigned  for  my 
Profit,  and  may  be  improved  to 
my  Amendment.  If  ’tis  thy  Ap¬ 
point- 
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pointment  or  Will  that  this  Sick- 
nels  of  mine  (hall  be  unto  Death, 
give  me  Grace  to  prepare  and  qua¬ 
lify  my  lelf  for  it ;  that  in  all  the 
Pains  of  my  Body,  and  in  all  the 
Agonies  of  my  Spirit,  thy  Comforts 
may  refreih  my  Soul,  and  I  may  pa¬ 
tiently  wait  till  my  great  Change 
come.  If  from  the  Multitude  of 
thy  infinite  Mercies  thou  art  plea- 
led  to  {pare  me  a  little,  that  I  may 
recover  my  Strength  and  prolong 
my  Days,  let  this  excite  my  Gra¬ 
titude,  double  my  Diligence,  and 
inflame  my  Zeal,  that  my  Body  and 
Soul  being  thus  ftrengthned  and  re- 
freflied,  may  both  henceforth  be  em¬ 
ployed  to  my  greater  Comfort,  and 
thy  greater  Glory ,  through  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Lord.  Amen, 


An 


An  Evening  Prayer  for  the  Patients. 

LE  T  the  daily  Words  of  my 
Mouth,  and  Meditations  of  my 
Heart,  more  particularly  the  prelent 
lifting  up  of  my  Hands,  be  an 
Evening  Sacrifice  acceptable  in  thy 
Sight,  O  Lord,  my  Strength,  and 
my  Redeemer.  As  thy  good  Provi¬ 
dence  has  preferved  me  from  the 
many  Dangers  of  the  Day,  fo  be 
plealed  to  protect  me  from  all  the 
Perils  of  the  Night.  Make  me  fo- 
rioufly  reflect,  that  Weaknefi  and 
Sicknefi  are  the  ufual  Harbingers  of 
Death,  which  as  in  reafon  I  may 
loon  expert,  lo  ’twill  be  my  Intereft, 
as  well  as  Duty,  to  prepare  for. 
Lord,  teach  me  to  number  my  Days, 
that  I  may  fo  apply  my  Heart,  my 
Converfation,  and  Time,  as  to  be¬ 
come  wile  unto  Salvation.  Let  the 
Fears  of  Death  and  Terrors  of  Judg¬ 
ment  make  me  fo  Hand  in  Awe,  as 

to 
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to  fin  not;  and  may  I  above  all 
things  dread  that  moffc  deplorable 
State  of  being  irrecoverably  dead  in 
Trefpaffes  and  Sins.  To  prevent 
which,  let  me  frequently  iefle£t  on 
the  State  of  my  Soul,  duly  ad  juft 
and  balance  my  Accounts  with  God,  • 
and  in  this  tranfient  Life  provide 
for  a  blefted  Eternity.  Let  me  in¬ 
terpret  the  prefent  Sicknefs  I  am  vi- 
fited  with,  as  a  kind  Vifitation  from 
Heaven,  a  previous  Warning  to  re¬ 
pent  of  all  my  Sins,  and  make  my 
Peace  with  God,  before  I  go  hence 
and  be  no  more  feen.  If  I  muft 
have  my  Portion  of  Sorrow  in  this 
World,  or  in  the  next,  let  me  choofe 
it  now,  and  count  it  a  (mail  matter 
here  to  low  plentifully  in  Tears,  if  I 
may  hereafter  hope  to  reap  abun¬ 
dantly  in  Joy.  Draw  me  off  from 
the  Allurements  I  may  fear  in  this 
World  by  the  prelent  Sufferings  I 
feel,  that  I  may  draw  nigh  to  God, 
and  He  draw  near  to  me.  Though 

earthly 
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earthly  Comforts  forfake  and  leave 
me,  yet  why  Ihould  I  complain,  if 
I  rely  upon  Him  who  will  never 
leave  nor  for  lake  me?  Nay,  tho’ 
my  Flcfli  and  my  Heart  fail,  yet 
why  fhould  I  fear,  when  God  is  the 
Strength  of  my  Heart  and  my  Por¬ 
tion  tor  ever  ?  T  hou,  O  Lord,  art 
the  Centre  of  eternal  Reft;  in  thee 
may  I  delight,  and  on  thee  may  I 
truft,  that  I  may  fpeak  Peace  to  my 
Mind,  and  find  Reft  in  my  Soul. 
Make  me  ever  fenfible  of  my  ap¬ 
proaching  Change,  and  ever  mind¬ 
ful  of  thofe  Duties  which  are  the 
true  ends  of  Life.  And  to  make 
me  always  ready,  may  I  every  Even¬ 
ing  impartially  judge  and  examine 
my  Accounts,  that  1  may  either  la¬ 
ment  the  Defeats,  or  be  thankful  for 
the  good  Actions  of  the  foregoing 
Day;  that  fo,  both  living  and  dy¬ 
ing,  I  may  approve  my  felf  to  thee, 
and  be  ever  thine,  thro’  the  Merits  of 
my  only  Saviour  and  Redeemer.  Amtrt. 

A 


[  57  ] 


A  Prayer  for  Benefactors,  to  he  ufed 
after  either  of  the  former. 

ACCEPT  alfo,  O  Lord,  my 
unfeigned  Petitions  which  I 
ought  daily  to  prelent  before  thy 
Throne  of  Grace,  for  thole  blcffed 
Inftruments,  under  God,  of  my 
prefent  Comfort,  and  future  Hope, 
all  Benefa&ors  to,  and  Supporters  of 
this  Hofpital;  that  thou  wouldeft 
pleafe  to  fhower  down  the  choicefl 
of  thy  Favours  on  the  Promoters  of 
fo  great  and  good  a  Work ;  and 
grant  them  a  Confluence  of  all  in¬ 
ward  and  outward  Enjoyments  in 
this  World,  and  everlafting  Life  and, 
Glory  in  the  World  to  come,  through 
the  fame  thy  Son  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord,  Amen. 


H 
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A  Thanhfgiving  after  Recovery  from 


s. 


1}  RAISE  the  Lord,  O  my  Soul, 
'  and  all  that  is  within  me  praife 
his  holy  Name.  Praife  the  Lord,  O 
my  Soul,  and  forget  not  all  his  Be¬ 
nefits  ;  more  particularly  this  of  heal¬ 
ing  my  Infirmities,  of  faving  my  Life 
from  Deftruiftion,  and  preparing  my 
Soul  for  Salvation,  by  the  Means 
thou  haft  vouchfafed  to  appoint  and 
blels  in  this  charitable  Hofpital.  Give 
me  Grace,  O  Lord,  to  improve  my 
prefent  Health,  and  employ  the  Re¬ 
mainder  of  my  Days  to  anfwer  the 
great  Ends  for  which  I  was  at  firft 
created,  and  am  now  preferved.  I 
acknowledge  it  to  be  thy  WilHom 
and  Juftice,  O  God,  to  thus  chaften 
and  corre6t  me;  and  I  efteem  it  a 
gracious  Mark  of  thy  Forbearance 
and  Goodnefs  to  refeue  and  fpare, 
and  not  give  me  over  unto  Death. 


A 
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I  will  praife  thee,  O  Lord,  who  haft 
not  caft  out  my  Prayer,  nor  turned 
thy  Mercy  from  me,  but  haft  put  a 
new  Song  into  my  Mouth,  even  a 
Thankfgiving  unto  my  God.  An 
Offering  of  a  free  Heart  will  I  give 
thee,  and  praife  thy  Name,  O  Lord, 
becaufe  it  is  Co  comfortable  to  hear 
of  Joy  and  Gladnefs,  that  the  Bones 
which  thou  haft  broken  may  rejoice. 
O  come  hither  and  hearken,  ye  that 
fear  God,  and  I  will  tell  you  what 
he  hath  done  for  the  Prefervation  of 
my  Body,  and  the  Salvation  of  my 
Soul.  God  hath  fhewed  me  his 
Goodnefs  plenteoufly,  in  fupporting 
me  under  the  Pains  of  Sicknefs  and 
Perils  of  Death,  in  offering  feafona- 
ble  Supplies  of  Comfort  and  Relief, 
and  reftoring  me  to  thole  valuable 
Bleffings  of  Health  and  Strength. 
He  hath  alfo  put  into  my  Mind  ma¬ 
ny  ferious  Thoughts,  and  pious  De¬ 
fires,  which,  with  my  beft  Endea¬ 
vours,  and  the  divine  Blefling,  may 

Hz  be 
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be  improved  co  good  Ufes,  and  pro¬ 
duce  fuch  good  EffeCts,  as  to  make 
me  acknowledge,  with  holy  David, 
that  the  Lord  of  very  Faithfulnefs 
hath  cauled  me  to  be  troubled;  and 
that  ’tis  good  for  me  that  I  was  af¬ 
flicted.  Suffer  me  not  therefore  to 
conceal  thy  Mercies,  or  hide  this  thy 
Righteoufnefs  within  my  Heart;  but 
let  my  Talk  be  of  thy  Truth,  and 
of  thy  Salvation.  Let  me  go  into 
thine  Houfe,  and  offer  thee  the  Sa¬ 
crifices  of  Praife  and  Thankfgiving ; 
nay,  let  me  pay  thee  my  Vows  which 
I  uttered  with  my  Lips,  and  fpake 
with  my  Mouth  when  I  was  in  Trou¬ 
ble.  Let  the  time  paft  fuffice  to  have 
wrought  the  Works  of  Iniquity,  or 
fliewn  too  fond  an  Efteem  for  the 
things  of  the  World  ;  let  the  time 
prefent  be  employed  in  avoiding  all 
Occafions  of  Sin,  and  purluing  the 
Paths  of  Virtue ;  and  let  the  time  to 
come  demonftrate  that  I  have  reform¬ 
ed  my  Practice,  renewed  my  Life, 

and 
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and  endeavoured  to  perfect  Holinefs 
in  the  Fear  of  God.  Then  fhalt 
thou  be  pleafed  with  thefe  Sacrifices 
of  Righceoufnefs,  then  (hall  my  Pray¬ 
ers  be  daily  prefented  to  thee,  and 
daily  (halt  th  >u  be  prahed  ;  ’till  from 
praying  to  thee  here  on  Earth,  I  ihall 
be  tranflated  to  praifing  thee  eternal¬ 
ly  in  Heaven  ;  which  God  of  his  in¬ 
finite  Mercy  grant,  through  jefus 
Chrift  our  Lord.  Amen. 

A  Prayer  before  the  Board  begins. 

OLORD,  we  befeech  thee  fa¬ 
vourably  to  hear  the  Prayers  of 
thy  People  who  call  upon  thee  ;  and 
as  thou  haft  fafely  brought  us  to  the 
beginning  of  this  Day,  defend  us  in 
the  fame  by  thy  mighty  Power ;  and 
grant  that  this  Day  we  fall  into  no 
Sin,  neither  run  into  any  kind  of 
Danger,  but  that  all  our  Doings  may 
be  ordered  by  thy  Governance,  to  do 
always  that  which  is  righteous  in  thy 

H  |  Sight : 
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Sight :  And  as  thou  haft  more  par¬ 
ticularly  taught  us,  that  all  our  Do¬ 
ings  without  Charity  are  nothing 
worth,  fend  thy  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
pour  into  our  Hearts  that  mod  excel¬ 
lent  Gift  of  Charity,  the  very  Bond 
of  Peace  and  of  all  Virtues,  without 
which  whofoever  liveth  is  counted 
dead  before  thee.  And  thou,  O  Lord, 
who  art  the  foie  Author  and  Giver  of 
all  good  Gifts,  graft  in  our  Hearts 
the  Love  of  thy  Name,  give  unto 
us  the  Increafo  of  Faith,  Hope,  and 
Charity,  promote  in  us  true  Religion, 
nourifh  us  with  all  Goodnefs ;  and, 
that  we  may  obtain  that  which  thou 
doft  promifo,  make  us  to  love  that 
which  thou  doft  command ;  that  fo 
in  all  our  Works  begun,  continued, 
and  ended  in  thee,  we  may  glorify  thy 
holy  Name,  and  finally  by  thy  Mercy 
obtain  everlafting  Life,  through  Tefus 
Chrift  our  Lord.  Our  Father,  8cc. 

The  Lord  blefs  us,  and  keep  us; 
the  Lord  make  his  Face  to  ihine  up¬ 
on 
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on  us,  and  be  gracious  unto  us ;  the 
Lord  life  up  the  Light  of  his  Coun¬ 
tenance  upon  us,  profper  the  good 
Work  we  are  employed  about,  and 
give  us  Peace  now,  and  for  evermore. 
Amen. 

A  Prayer  when  the  Board  concludes. 

\\J  E  yield  thee  hearty  Thanks, 
*  *  mod  merciful  Father,  that  as 
by  thy  fpecial  Grace  preventing  us, 
thou  doff  put  into  our  Minds  good 
Defires ;  fo  vouchfafe,  we  beleech  thee, 
by  thy  continual  help  to  bring  the 
lame  to  good  effect,  to  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  of  our  Lives,  and  the  Salvation 
of  our  Souls ;  that  we  who  have  the 
Happinels  of  being  admitted  into  the 
Fellow (hip  of  Chrift’s  Religion,  may 
efehew  thole  things  which  are  con¬ 
trary  to  our  Profeflion,  and  follow  all 
fuch  things  as  are  agreeable  to  the  lame, 
and  hold  the  Faith  in  the  Unity  of 
the  Spirit,  in  the  Bond  of  Peace,  and 

H  4  in 
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in  Righteoufnefs  of  Life.  That  as 
thou,  O  Lord,  haft  knit  together  thine 
Eled  in  one  Communion  and  Fellow- 
ftnp,  in  the  myftical  Body  of  thy  Son 
Chrift  our  Lord ;  fo  we,  following  thy 
blefted  Saints  in  all  virtuous  and  god¬ 
ly  Living,  may  daily  increale  in  all 
the  Gifts  and  Graces  of  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit,  more  and  more,  until  we  come 
to  thine  everlafting  Kingdom.  And  as 
thou  haft  given  us  Grace  at  this  time 
with  one  accord  to  make  our  common 
Supplications  unto  thee,  and  doft  pro- 
mile,  that  when  two  or  three  are  ga¬ 
thered  together  in  thy  Name,  thou 
wilt  grant  their  Recjuefts  ;  fulfil  now, 
O  Lord,  the  Defires  and  Petitions  of 
thy  Servants,  as  may  be  moft  expe¬ 
dient  for  them ;  granting  us  in  this 
World  Knowledge  of  thy  Truth,  and 
in  the  World  to  come  Life  everlafting. 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl , 
and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  jello'wjhip 
of  the  Holy  Ghojl,  he  vuith  us  all  ever¬ 
more.  Amen. 

The 
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The  By-Laws  of  this  Hospital, 


I.  HpH AT  no  one  fhall  be  qualified  to 
L  be  a  Governor,  who  fubfcribes  or 
pays  annually  lefs  than  5  /. 

II.  That  all  Governors  hereafter  to  be 
chofen,  fhall  be  chofen  by  Ballot,  by  the 
Governors  for  the  time  being. 

III.  That  every  Perfon  hereafter  to  be 
chofen  Governor,  fhall  be  propofedat  leaf! 
a  Fortnight  before  he  be  chofen,  and  his 
Name  in  the  mean  time  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

IV.  That  no  Perfon  receiving  any  Sala¬ 
ry,  Fee,  or  Reward  from  this  Hofpital, 
be  capable  of  being  Governor  thereof 

V.  That  no  Perfon  being  a  Governor, 
fhall  be  prefent  while  any  Demand  or 
Claim  of  his  be  under  Confideration. 

VI.  That  in  cafe  any  Difpute  or  Dif¬ 
ference  fhall  arife  upon  any  Queftion,  fuch 
Queftion  fhall  be  fairly  Rated,  and  the 
fame  determined  by  Ballot,  if  required. 

VII.  That  there  be  a  weekly  Board  of 
Governors,  not  lefs  than  Five  in  Number, 
including  the  Phyficians,  for  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Houfe,  and  the 
admitting  and  difcharging  of  Patients  every 
Wednefday  at  Nine  in  the  Morning. 
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VIII.  That  the  weekly  Board  do,  as  of¬ 
ten  as  they  fhall  feeOccafion,  call  a  Gene¬ 
ral  Board;  and  that  they  do  give  Fifteen 
Days  Notice  thereof  at  the  leaft,  in  fome 
News-Paper;  and  that  Summonfes  be  alfo 
fent  to  the  ufual  Place  of  Abode  of  each 
Governor,  at  leaft  Three  Days  before  fuch 
General  Board  Day;  and  that  Heads  of  the 
Bufmefs  for  fuch  General  Board  be  prepared 
before  fuch  Summons  be  fent. 

X.  That  the  weekly  Board  do  each  Week 
defire  one  or  more  of  their  Number  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Houfe  as  Vifitors  daily,  for  the 
Week  following,  to  hear  Complaints,  and 
to  fee  the  Orders  of  the  Board  punctually 
obey’d. 

XL  That  fuch  of  the  Subfcribers  as  are 
not  Governors  be  defired  to  attend  in  their 
turns  as  Vifitors ;  and  as  fuch,  they  are  to 
have  the  Keys  of  all  the  Books  and  Ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Hofpital. 

XII.  That  all  the  Phyficians,  Surgeons, 
Apothecaries,  Chymifts,  and  Druggifts, 
that  are  Governors,  be  a  ftanding  Com¬ 
mittee  to  buy  in  the  Drugs  for  the  Ufe  of 
the  Shop. 

XIII.  That  fuch  of  the  Governors  as 
are  Apothecaries  be  defired  to  attend  the 
Houfe  weekly  by  Rotation,  to  fee  the  Me¬ 
dicines  duly  difpenfed,  according  to  the 
Prefcription  of  the  Phyficians. 


XIV. 
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XIV.  That  fuch  of  the  Clergy  as  are 
Contributors  to  this  Charity  be  defired  to 
read  Prayers  daily  to  the  Patients,  and  to 
examine,  inftrudt,  and  admonifh  them,  as 
they  (hall  fee  Occaiion. 

XV.  That  no  Perfon  fhall  be  admitted  a 
Patient  without  a  Note  from  a  Subfcriher 
or  Governor,  fpecify  ing  the  Name  and  Place 
of  Abode  of  fuch  Patient,  and  that  He  or 
She  is  a  proper  Obje£t  of  this  Charity. 

XVI.  That  no  Perfon  (hall  be  admitted 
into  the  Houfe,  who  is  fufpeded  to  have  the 
Smallpox,  Itch,  or  other  infectious  Dif- 
eafe,  or  t|iat  fhall  be  judg’d  incurable. 

XVII.  That  the  Patients  behave  them- 
felves  decently  in  the  Houfe,  and  as  many 
as  are  able  do  attend  the  publick  Prayers ; 
and  that  they  do  not  prefume  to  fwear  or 
curfe,  or  give  any  abufive  Language,  or 
quarrel,  or  filch,  or  drink  immoderately, 
or  adt  or  talk  immodeftly,  upon  pain  of 
Expulfion. 

XVIII.  That  all  the  Patients  do  attend 
the  Phyficians  precifely  at  the  ufual  Hours 
appointed,  and  no  Patient  fhall  be  admit¬ 
ted  after  Ten  in  the  Morning  :  And  in  cafe 
any  Out-Patient  fhall  negleCt  to  attend  for 
two  Board  Days  together,  without  thePhy- 
fician’s  Leave,  fuch  Out-Patient  fhall  be 
difcharged  for  Irregularity. 

XIX.  That  no  Perfon  difcharged  for  Ir¬ 
regularity  be  ever  again  admitted  into  the 

Houfe, 
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Houfe,  upon  any  Recommendation  what- 
foever. 

XX.  That  no  Patient  fhall  prefume  to 
lie  out  of  the  Houfe,  without  Leave  from 
one  of  the  Treafurers,  or  Victors,  upon 
pain  of  Expulilon. 

XXI.  That  no  Perfon  prefume,  upon 
pain  of  Expulfion,  to  take  of  any  In  or 
Out-Patient,  any  Fee,  Reward,  or  Gra¬ 
tification  of  any  kind,  direftiy  or  indirect¬ 
ly,  for  any  Services  received,  either  while 
they  are  under  the  Cure  of  the  Houfe,  or 
after  they  fhall  be  difcharged. 

XXII.  That  the  Matron  take  care  of  all 
the  Houlhold-Goods  and  Furniture,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Inventory  given  her,  and 
that  fhe  be  ready  to  give  an  Account  there¬ 
of  when  required. 

XXJII.  That  fhe  be  careful  that  all  the 
inferior  Servants  do  their  Duty;  and  in  cafe 
of  any  Misbeha  viour  or  Negledt,  that  fhe 
acquaint  the  Treafurers  or  Vifitors  there¬ 
with. 

XXIV.  That  Hie  take  care  of  the  Keys 
of  all  the  Doors ;  and  that  the  Outer-Doors 
be  always  locked  at  Nine  in  the  Evening, 
and  not  open’d  before  Seven  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing,  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady- Day ;  and 
locked  at  Ten  in  the  Evening,  and  not  o- 
pen’d  before  Five  in  the  Morning,  from 
Lady-Day  to  Michaelmas ,  unlefs  otherwife 
ordered  by  the  Vifitors. 

XXV. 
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XXV,  That  fuch  of  the  Men  and  Wo¬ 
men  Patients  as  are  able  to  work,  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  affifting  the  Nurfes  and  Servants 
in  doing  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Houfe. 

XXVI.  That  ihe  fuffer  no  Patient  to  go 
out  of  the  Houfe  without  Leave  of  the 
Phyfician,  Surgeon,  or  Apothecary ;  and 
that  no  Leave  be  given  to  any  Patient  to  go 
into  St.  James's-Park ,  or  the  Green  Park 
called  Cmftitution-Hill ,  upon  any  Pretence 
whatfoever,  to  avoid  Offence. 

XXVII  That  fhe  fuffer  no  fpirituous  Li¬ 
quor  to  be  brought  into  the  Houfe  by  or  to 
any  of  the  Patients;  and  it  any  fliall  be 
found,  that  fhe  caufe  the  fame  to  be  taken 
away. 

XXVIII.  That  fhe  keep  a  daily  Account 
of  all  the  Meat,  Bread,  and  other  Provi- 
fions  and  Neceffaries,  brought  into  the 
Houfe,  and  how  much  thereof  has  been 
each  Day  confumed,  and  be  ready  to  give 
an  Account  thereof  when  required;  and 
that  fhe  never  fuffer  any  broken  Bread  or 
Meat  to  be  carried  out  by  any  Servant  or 
Patient. 

XXIX.  That  fhe  never  f offers  the  Men- 
Patients  to  go  into  the  Womens  Wards, 
nor  die  Women  into  the  Mens. 

XXX.  That  fhe  take  care  that  the 
Rooms,  Clothes,  and  Linen  of  the  Pa¬ 
tients,  be  kept  clean  and  decent. 


XXXI. 
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XXXI.  That  when  any  Minifter  at¬ 
tends  to  read  Prayers,  fhe  caufes  Notice  to 
be  given  to  all  the  Patients  to  attend,  that 
are  able. 

XXXII.  That  fhe  do  not  receive  any 
Perfon  into  the  Houfe  as  a  Patient,  but  on 
weekly  Board  Days,  except  in  Cafes  of 
Accident  by  the  Order  of  a  Governor, 
which  fhe  is  to  report  to  the  next  weekly 
Board. 

XXXIII.  That  fhe  take  care  there  be  no 
playing  at  Cards,  Dice,  or  other  Games, 
in  any  of  the  Wards,  and  that  fhe  vifit 
them  frequently  for  that  Purpofe. 

XXXIV.  That  fhe  herfelf,  and  all  the 
Servants,  do  lodge  in  the  feveral  Apart¬ 
ments  provided  for  them,  and  eat  within 
Doors. 

XXXV.  That  all  Mifdemeanours  com¬ 
mitted  by  any  of  the  Patients  or  Ser¬ 
vants  ;  or  whatever  elfe  fhall  come  to  her 
Knowledge  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Cha¬ 
rity,  fhe  fhall  forthwith  make  known  to  the 
weekly  Board,  or  to  the  Treafurers  or  Vi¬ 
ctors,  or  one  of  them. 


A 
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A  LIST  of  the  Governors 
of  this  Hoipital. 


A. 

Albemarle,  Earl  of . 

Abergavenny,  Lord. 

Ayliff,  Sir  Jofeph. 

Aubery,  Edmund,  Efq -, 

Aiilabie,  William,  Efq-, 

Afpinwal,  Richard,  Gent. 

Arbuthnor,  John,  M.  D. 

Amyand,  Claudius,  S.  S.  R. 

Allen,  John,  Apothecary. 

B. 

Bridgewater,  Duke  of 
Bedford,  Duke  of. 

Bangor,  Lord  Bijhop  of. 

Bathurft,  Lord. 

Beaumont,  Sir  George. 

Burton,  Honourable  Colonel  Francis 
Billerbeck,  John,  Efq-, 

Burton,  Lancelot,  Efq-, 

Barton,  the  Reverend,  D.  D. 

Broxholm,  Noel,  M.  D 

Burton, 
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Burton,  Simon,  M.  D. 

Baillie,  John,  M.  D. 

Brett,  John,  M.  D. 

C. 

Chefterfield,  Earl  of. 

Cholmondly,  Earl  of. 

Carteret,  Lord. 

Carpenter,  Lord. 

Cadogan,  Right  Honourable  Lord. 
Cavendifh,  Lord  Charles. 

Cheshire,  Sir  John,  Knt. 

Churchill,  Colonel  Charles. 

Clayton,  Honourable  William. 

Campbell,  John,  Efq. 

Chefelden,  William,  Efq-, 

Crofs,  John,  Efq-, 

Cook,  William,-  Efq-, 

Cook,  John,  Efq. 

Carter,  Robert,  Chymifl. 

Clarke,  John,  Apothecary , 

D. 

Devonfliire,  Duke  of  , 

Durham,  Lord  Bijhop  of 
Decker,  Sir  Matthew. 

Drummond,  John,  Efq-, 

Dalton,  Richard,  Efq-, 

Duncomb,  Thomas,  E/y; 

Douglafs,  James,  M.  D. 

Dickins,  Ambrofe,  S.  S.  R. 

Defpagniol,  Samuel,  Surgeon. 

Day,  Mr.  William. 

Exeter 
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E. 

Exeter,  Earl  of. 

Egmont,  Earl  of. 

Ecklin,  John,  Ej'q-, 

F. 

* 

Furnefe,  Henry,  Efqy 
Fleetwood,  Charles,  Efqy 
Frederick,  Thomas,  E/q y 
Frafer,  Reverend  Mr.  Hugh. 

Frafer,  James,  Apothecary . 

G. 

Grantham,  Earl  of. 

Gower,  Lord. 

Gray,  Henry,  Efqy 
Griffith,  Jeremiah,  Efqy 
Graham,  Daniel,  Apothecary. 
Graham,  Thomas,  Apothecary . 
Green,  Mr.  Paunceforr. 

II. 

Hertford,  Earl  of. 

Harrington,  Right  Honourable  Lord. 
Hudfon,  Jofeph,  Efqy 
Hales,  Thomas,  EJqy 
Hedges,  John.,  EJqy 
Harrifon,  Ed.  Efqy 
Hinde,  Robert,  Efqy 
Hollings,  John,  M .  D . 

Hody,  Ed.  M.  D. 

I 


Handafyde, 
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Handafydc,  Clifford,  M.  D. 
Hatton,  —  M.  D, 

.  J- 

Jenkins,  William,  Efq% 

Jervis,  Charles,  Efq-, 

Jernegan,  —  M.  D. 

K. 

Kent,  Duke  of. 

Kingfton,  Duke  of 

L. 

Lichfield,  Earl  of 
London,  Lord  Bifljop  of 
Limerick,  Lord , 

Lemmon,  Sir  William. 

Lamb,  Pennington,  Efq 
Lawly,  Sir  Robert. 

Le  Quefne,  John,  Efq-, 

Le  Bas,  Stephen,  Brewer . 

Lambert,  Ed.  Confectioner . 

M. 

Montagu,  Duke  of 
Manchefter,  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  Duke  of 
Montagu,  Lord  Robert, 

Middleton,  Lord. 

Marine,  Sir  William. 

Maddox,  Dr.  Ifaac,  Dean  of  Wells. 
Montagu,  Charles,  Efq-, 

Maferes,  Peter  Abraham,  Efq', 


Mead, 
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Mead,  Richard,  M.  D. 

Middleton,  David,  Surgeon. 
Mitchel,  Andrew,  Apothecary . 
Middleton,  Mr.  George. 

Mann,  Mr.  Galfridus. 

Mallory,  Mr.  John. 

Marfh,  Mr.  Richard. 

N. 

Newcaftle,  Duke  of. 

Newton,  Sir  Michael. 

Northey,  William,  ILJqy 

O. 

Oxford,  Earl  of. 

P. 

Portland,  Duke  of. 

Pontefradl,  Earl  of. 

Palmerfton,  Lord.  \ 

Philips,  Sir  John,  Bart , 

Poyntz,  Stephen,  Efq ; 

Panton,  Thomas,  Efq ; 

Pultney,  William,  Efq * 

Pitt,  Thomas,  Efq ; 

Pye,  Henry,  Efq\ 

Pelling,  the  Reverend  John.  D.  D. 
Pordage,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Ed® 
Pellet,  John,  M.  D. 

Pawlet,  John,  Surgeon . 

Pinke,  Ed,  Druggif . 

I  a 


Queens™ 
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Qo 

Queensberry,  Duke  of, \ 

R. 

Richmond,  Duke  of 
Rutland,  Duke  of 
Rea  Thomas,  Efq-, 

Rofs,  David,  M.  D. 

Rand,  Ifaac,  Apothecary . 

Ranby,  Mr.  John. 

S.  1 

Scarborough,  Earl  of 
Sarurn,  Lord  Bijhop  of. 

Secher,  Reverend  Thomas,  D.  D .  * 
Sloan,  Sir  Hans,  M/D. 

Stuart,  Alexander,  M.  D. 

Sutton,  Right  Honourable  Sir  Robert. 
Savil,  Sir  George. 

Sherrard,  Sir  Brownlow,  Bart . 

St.  John,  Honourable ,  late  Bolingbroke, 
Spencer,  Honourable  John,  Efq 
South  we! ,  Honourable  Ed.  Efq-, 

Strode,  William,  Efq 
Schutz,  Auguflus,  Efq -, 

Stanhope,  Charles,  Efq-, 

Selvvyn,  Charles,  Efq-, 

Selwyn  Henry,  Efq-, 

Stephens,  John,  Surgeon . 

Schutz,  Colonel  John. 

Smith,  Thomas,  Gent. 


Torring- 
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T. 

Torrington,  Lord . 

Thomond,  Lord . 

Tyrconel,  LordVifcount . 

Teifier,  G.  L.  M.  D. 

Trebeck,  Reverend  Andrew,  J5.  D . 
Townlhend,  Honourable  William, 
Townlhend,  Thomas,  Efq-, 
Thorold,  John,  Efq-, 

Tuffnel,  Samuel,  Efq-, 

Talbot,  John,  Efq ; 

Tomlinfon,  Mr,  Matthew., 

Turner ,  Walter,  Laceman . 

V. 

Vaneck,  Gerrard,  Efq. ; 

Vernon,  Bo  water,  Efq ; 

Vernon,  James,  Efq, 

W. 

Weymouth,  Lord, 

Walpole,  Lord. 

Winchefter,  Bifhop  of 
Wager,  S/r  Charles. 

Wyndham,  SVr  William, 
Williamfon,  Colonel  Adam. 
Worfley,  Henry,  Efq ; 

White,  Thomas,  Efq-, 

Wogan,  William,  E/y; 

Wilkinfon,  William,  Efq -, 

Wafey,  William,  M,  D. 


Wilkie, 
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Wilkie,  James,  Surgeon . 

Warren,  John,  Apothecary . 
Warcop,  Henry,  Linen-Draper . 
Ware,  Mr.  Ifaac. 

Y. 

Yvonnet,  John  Paul,  Efcp 


FINIS. 
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